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Episr. I. 


- 


To M’. Smith, and M'; Rob. | 
Rin 19-leaders of the late feparation , 


at AMSTERDAM. 








the Church , the iniuftice of their 


 caufe, and fear efulneffe of their of 
fence. Cenfuring and aduifing them. 





Ee heare of your 
2 feparation , and 
¥ mourn; yet not fo 
ymuch for you, as 
ya for your wrong : 
” you could not doe 


Ep. 1, Sesting foorth their iniurie done ’ 
a greater Iniurie to your mother, 
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fs DECAD. ll. | 
~ | than to flee from her. Say fhe were 
poore, ragged,weake; fay fhe were 











Or if fhee were, yet fhee is yours. 
This were caufe enough for you; to 
lamenther, to pray for her,to labor 
for her redrefie, not to auoid her: 


This vnnaturalnefle is fhamefull ; | 


| and more hainous in you ,. who are 
reported not parties in this euill,but | 
authors, Your flight is notfo much, 
as your acodiues Plead not: 


this fault is paft excufe: If wee all] ~. 


fhould follow you, this were the 

way of a Church (as you plead) im- 

| ss A perfe&, to make no-Church ; and 
: of aremedy,to makéa difeafe. Stull 
| the fruit of our charitie to you, 1s 

befides our griefe, pitie. Your zeale 
oftruth hath mif-led you, and you 
others : A zeale,if honeft,yet blind- 








that 





deformed ; yet fhe is not infectious: | 


i J _ |folded, and led by felfe-will :. Oh | 





“EPIST. I. 
that you loued Peace, buthaite fo 
wellas Truth: then,this breach had ! 
neuer beene : and youthat are yet} 
brethren, had beene ftill compani- | 
‘ons: Goeout of Babylon,youfay ; The 





































nefle.. Know you | where you are? 
Looke about you , I befeech yous) 
looke behinde you ; and fee if wee 
haue notleftit vpon our backs. She } 
her felte feeles ; and fees that thee is 
abandoned ::and.complainesto all 
the world, that wee haue not onéely 

forfaken, but fpoiled her ; and yet 
\you fay; (ome out+of Babylon. And 
except you will be willingly blinde ; 
you may fee the heaps of t her altars, 
the afhes of her Idols, the ruines of 
her monunients,the condemnation 
other errouts , the reuenge of her 
abominations. And are wee yet in | 


— on? Is ons yet amongit vs? 
: B2 Lda 

















voice not of Sehifine , butof holi-| | 
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casemate ee 


woke . = ay 2 $ 
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fion; through freedome of will ; in | 
our faluation, through the merit of 
our workes ? Where are thoferot-| 
ten heapes(rotten,not through age, 
but corruption ) of tranfubitantta- 
\ting of bread, adoring of Images, 
multitude of Sacraments, power of | 
indulgences, nieceflitic of confefli- 
ons, profit of pilgrimages, contftrai- 
ned and approued ignorance, va-| | 
knowen deuotions ? Where are | 
thofe deepe vaults (if not mines) of 
Penances and Purgatories, & what- 


foeuer hathbeene deuifed by thofe 

















Pope-| 
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| EPIST. LIL 
Popelings, whether profitable of 
glorious, againft the Lord, and his 
Chrift ? Arethey not all raced, and 





| buriedin the duft ? Hath not the 


maieftie of her gods, like as was 


-|doneto Mythra, and Serapis, beene 


long agone offered to the publike 


laughter of the vulgar ? What isthis 


but to goe, yea to run (if not to fly) 
out of Babylon ? But (as euery man 
isan hearty Patron of his owne a- 
ctions, and it is a defperate caufe 
that hath no plea) you allege-our 


ftill wee tarry inthe fuburbs : Grant 
thatthefe were asill , as‘an enemie 


can make them, or can pretend 


them : You are deceiued, if you 
thinke the walles of Babylon {tand 


vpor Ceremonies. Subftantiall er- 


rours areboth her foundation, and 


frame. Thefe rituall obferuations 


~~ BZ are 














| conforting in Ceremonies, and fay | . 








Ff not fo much as Tile and Reed, 
rather liketo fome Fane ypon the 
roofe; for ornament,more than vie: 
Not parts of the building, but not- 
neceflary appendances. It you take 
them otherwife, you wrong the 
Church; if thus,and yet depart,you 











would haue perfwaded righteous 
Lot, not'to ftay in Zoar, becaufe it 
was fo neere Sodome. Ifeare,if you 
had feenthe mony-changers in the 
Temple, how euer youwould haue 
praid, or taught there : Chritt did 
it,nat forfaking the place,but fcour- 
ging the offenders ; And this is the 
valour of Chriftian teachers, to o p- 
pofe abufes , not to run away from 


an eT i ee) qe eee 





from Geneua, becaufe of her wafers? 


-1Or from Cormth, for her difordered } 
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wrong itand your felfé.: Asifyou | 


them : Where fhall you notthus| 
finde Babylon? Would you haue run} 
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EPIST. L__ 
loue-feafts 2 Either run out of the 
| world, or your flighyis in vaine. If 


experience of chajpe | xh you 
not, that you eee fe Baby- 











bs 

lon euery where, returne not. Com- 

pare the place you haue left, with 
be. ae. : 

that you haue chefen’; let not ; 








of feeming to repent ouer-foone, 


make you partial. Lo,there.acom-| 


mon harbour of all opinions, of all 
horefies ; ifnot a. mixture: Heere 
you drew in the free and cleere 
aire of the Gofpell, without that o- 
dious compofition of Iudaifme, Aria-| 
nifme, Anabaptifme: There,you liuein 
-| the ftench of thefeand more. You 
| are vnworthy of pitie, if you will 
approoue your miferie. Say if you 
can, thattheChurch of England (if 
{hee were not yours) is not an hea- 
uen, to Amiterdam. Howis it then, 
thatour gnats-are harder to fwal- 


iB 4 __low, 
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DE DEC AD. III, 
low, low , than their camels ? and that 
whiles all Chyttendome magnifies 
our haphin “el, and applauds i it ; 
your handiull alone, fo detefts our | 


: » that you defpife our 
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graces ? See whether in this you 
make not Goda lofer. The thanke 
of all his fauars is loft, becaufe you 
want more: and in the meane time, 
who gaines by. this fequeftration, 
but Rome and fell ? How doe they | 
infult inthis aduantage, that our 
mothers owne: children condemne 
her for vncleane, that wee are daily 
weakned by our diuifions, that the 
rude multitude hath fo palpable a 
motiueto diftruft vs ? Sure, youin-| 
-ltended itnot: but,if you had beene 
their hired Agent , you could not 
haue done our enemies greater -fer- 
uice. The Gop of heauen. open 
your eies, that you may fee the vn- | 
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EPIST. L 
iuftice of that zeale which hath} 
tranfported you ; and turne your 
) heart to an indeuour of al Chriftian 
fatisfaction : Otherwife your foules 
fhall finde too late, that ithad been | 
a thoufand times better to {wallow} 
a Ceremonie,tha to rend a Church: 
yea, that euen whoredomes and 
murders fhal abide an eafier anfwer 
than feparation, = 

Ihaue done, if onely Ihaue ad-} 
utfed you of that a fiancee 
of the wife man : The eie that mocketh 
bis father , and defpifes the gouerument of | 
his mother, the rauens of the riuer fhall 
picke it out, and the yoong 
Eagles eat it. 
‘orek 
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7 eer ty agifthey had had no ter- 
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To & And ndrew 7, Allele. 











tion for death , and the meanes 
to Sweeten 1ttovs, 
7, Ince I aw you, Ifaw my 
meV iather die : how bold- 
Nt ly and merrily did hee 


: pafle thorow the gates 





rar, but much pleafure | Ob chat [ 
couldas eafily imitate, as not forget 
him ! We know we muit tread ihe 
fame way ; How happy, it ‘with the 
fame minde? Our liteasit giues way 
to death , fo muft make way for it: 
It will be, tho we will not: it will not 
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12 DECAD. III. 
be happy , without our will, with- 
out our preparation. Itis the beft 
and longett leffon, to learne how to 
die ; and of fureft vfe: which alone 
if we take not out, it were better,not 
to haue liued. Oh vaine f{tudies of 
ymen, how to walke thorow Rome 
| ftreets all day in the fhade ; how to 
{quare circles, how to falue vp the 
celeftiall motions , how to correct 
| mifwritten copies, to fetch vp olde} | 
words from forgettulneffe , and a 
thoufand other like points of idle 
skill; whiles the maine care of life 
and death is neglected! There is an} 
- farte of this, infallible, eternall, both 
in truth, and vfe : for tho the means 
be diuers, yet the laft act is {till the 
fame , and the difpofitton of the 
foule need notbe other: itisallone} | 
whether-a feuer bring it,orafword |. | 
wherein yet, after long profeffion 
of 
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EPIST. II. 
of other fciences I am {till ( why 
(hould I fhameto confeflé?) a lear- 
ner ; and. fhall be (I hope) whileft I 
am : yet it {hal not repent vs, as dili- 
gent {cholars repeat their parts vn- 
to ech other, tobe more perfe& ; fo 
{| mutually to recall fome of our rules 
of well dying : The firit whereof is 
a conf{cionable life: The next,a right 
apprehenfion of life, and death : I]. 
tread in the beaten path, doe you| _ 
follow mee. To liue holily is the 
way to die fafely ; happily: If death 
be terrible , yet innocence is bolde, 
and will neither feare it felfe, norlet| 
vs feare ; where contrariwife wic- 
kednefle is cowardly , and can not 
abide either anv glimpfe of light, or 
fhew of danger. Hope doth not 
more draw our eyes forward, than 
confcience turnes them backward, 
and forces vs to looke behinde vs ; 


| aftrighting 
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DECA D. III. 











affrighting vs euen with our pait 
euils. Befides the paine of death, 
every finne is a new tury to torment 
the foule, and make it loth to part. 


_|How canit chufe’, when it fees on 


the one fide what euill it hath done, 
on the other, what euill ir mut fuf- 
fer? It was a cleare heatt (what els 
could doe it?) that gaue fo bolde’a 
forehead to that holy Bifhop, who 
durftion his death bed proteffe , I 
haue fo liued ,. as I neither teare to 
die, nor fhame to liue. What care 
wee when wee be found, if well do- 
ing? what care wee how fuddenly, 
when our preparation is perpetuall ? 
what care we how violently ; when 
fo-many inward friends ( {uch are 
our good actions) giue vs fecret 
comfort ? There isno good Stew- 
Jard, but is, glad-of his Audit ; his 
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{trait accounts defire nothing more | 


maine } 





than 


EPIST. IL. 

than a difcharge : only the doubr- 
full and vntruftie feares his reckon- 
ing. Neither only doth the want of 
integritie make vs tmorous , but of | 
wildome, in that our ignorance can} 
not equally value , either the life} 
which wee leaue , or the death weef | 
expect. Wee haue long conuerfed 
with this life,and yet are ynacquain- 
ted : how fhould wee a, ed 
that death we neuer faw ? or that} 
life which followes that death? 

- Thefe cottages haue beene ruin- 
ous, and wee haue not thought of; 
their fall: our way hath been deepe, 
‘and we haue not looked for our reft.,| 
Shew mee euer any manthatknew| 
what life was, and was loth to leaue 
it? Twallfhew you a prifoner that 
would dwell in his Gaole,:4 flaue 
that likes to be chained to. hts Gal- 

| ley : what is there. heere, but darke-; 
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uents , impotency of body, vexati- 
POReMCy ony E 


on of confcience, diftemper of paf-| 


fions,complaint of eftate,teares and 
fenfe of euill, hopes and doubts of 
good, ambitious rackings,couetous 


-{toiles, enuious vaderminings, irke- 
|fome difappointments , wearie fa-. 


tieties:, reftleffe delires, and manic 


worlds of difcontentments:in this | 


one ? What woonder is it that wee 
would liue? we laugh at their choice 
that are in love with the deformed ; 
And what a face is this we dote vp- 
on ? See if finnes , and.cares,, and 
croffes, haue not (like a filthy mor- 
phew) ouerfpread it, and made it 
loathfome to all iudicious eyes. I 
maruell then, that any. wife men 
could be other but Stoicks, & could 
haue any. conceit of Ife , but-con- 
temptuous ; not more for the mife- 
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~~" | nefle of ignorance, difcomfort of e=| 


_ a yy Be Me! 









7 EPIST. hy | ag 
rie of it, while it latteth, than tor the | © 
{not lafting ::we may loue it, we can. 
|not:holde it: ; What.a fhadow ofa: 
fmoake, what adreame of afhadawy: 
rsthis, we affect? Wile Salornon {ayes 
there is'a time to be. barne 5 and a: 
time to dic: youdoe natheare-him: 
'  ffay-,-a time to live. VVhat-is. moze: 
fitting than-time? yetlifeisnotiang! 
enough ta’ be: worthie, the. title. of 
time: Death borders vpon our birth, 
and our cradle ftands inpur graue. ; 
| We lamentthe loffe of our parents: : 
how foone fhiall our fonnes bewaile! 
ours? Loe, I that write thissand youy 
that reade it; how fong are we here?’ 
It were well, if:the world were as: 
our tent, yea as. our Inne ; if not to, 
lodge, yet tobaitin : but nowttis 
only ourthorow-faire , one genera- 
tion pafleth , another commeth ; 
{Done ftayeth.. If this earth were a 


oe eee : paradife, 
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_DECAD Ut 

| paradifé, atid this which we call our 
{life were-fweet as the ioyes aboue, 
jyet how- fhould: this fckleneffe of it 
{coole our: delight ? ‘Grant it abfo- | 
[late ; who éan: "eftéeme’a vanifhing 
| pleafure’? ‘Plow: mich: more now; 
{ when eheideammes of our hony are 
‘of ‘in ipéands of gall when. owt 
|-conténtiheénts are as fare fiom: fin- 
| ceritie’as coritinuance:?: Yet the true 
|4pprehetfion of life (tho: ioyned 
| with. contérpt) is noc enough to 
| fettle vs , if either. we bei ignorant of 
‘death, '‘ or’ ill perfwaded. : for if hfe 
have not’ woorth enough: to allure 
|vs syetdeath hath horror enough to 
| |afright vs. He that would die cheer- 
‘fully , muft-know death his triend : 
what is hee but the faithfull officer. 
{of our Maker, who: ever {miles or: 
frownes with oe Matter. 2. riemher 
can eithé? thew or'nourith-enntas, | | 
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where. 


-EPLST.. [Lai 

where God tauors: when hecomes 
fiercely , and pulles aman by the 
throat , and: {ummons him:to hell, 

who.can buttremble? The sedieas | 
ger is. terrible , but the medfage 
wore. : hence haue rifen the mifer- 
| able: defpaires , and furious rauing 
{ of the.ill con{ctence ; that findes.no 
peace within ., Jeile witheut, But 
awhen'hee. comes fweetly, :notas.an 
executioner, butasa guide to glo- " 
rie, and proters his feruice,& fhewes | 
our happineffe , and opens the dare | 
\to our heauen; how.warthy 1s hee 
of : entertainment 3 > how worthy of | 
-gratulation ? But: his falutation is 
paintull, if courteous; what.then? 
| The.Phyfitian heales nee 
out paine ; and yet we reward him. 

Itis vathankfulneffe to. complaine, 
where the anfwer of profit is excef-: 

fiue. Death paineth. : how Tong? 


ane 2 howl 








DECAD. III: 
how much ? with what proportion 
to the fequell of ioy ? O death, if thy 
pees, grieuous, yet thy reit is 
fweet. The conftant expectation 
that hath poffefled that reft,hath al- 
ready fwallowed thofe pangs., and] 
makes the Chriftian at once wholly 
dead to his paine , wholly aliue to 
his glory. The foule hath not lea- 
fure to.care for hir fuffering ,thatbe- 
{holds -hir crowne ; which if fhe were 

inioined to fetch thorow the flames 
of hell, her faith would not fticke:at 
the condition. | rig. Ne 

_ Thusin briefe, he that liues Chri- 
ftianly, fhall die-boldly ; hee:that 
findes his life fhortand miferable, 
|fhall die willingly ; he that knowes 
death, and forefees glory, fhall : 
die cheerefully andde- |_| 
~ firoufly, | 
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T veL Byrton, 
_ Archdeacon of Glocefter. 
Er. III. 4 Difcourfe ofthe trialland choice| 
| ofthe True Religion. oe. % 
| Ir: This Difcourfe inioyned 
EY | by y0u,T fend to your cenfure, 
a to your difbofing , but tothe 
EB U/e of others. Vpon your| 
charge [bane written it for the Wauering :| 
If it feeme Worthy, communicate it , els it is 
but a dafh of your pen. I feare only the bre- 
utie: a Volume were too little for this Sub-| 
Et. It isnot more yours , than the Author. 
Farewell, | | 











E do not more affeét varie- 

~¥ tieinall other things, than 
a ae 
C 3. we] 
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we abhorre it in Religion. Even 
thofe which haue held the greatett 
falfhoods , holde that there is but 
onetruth. [neuer read of morethan 
one Heretike, that held all Herefies 
true ; neither did his opinion feem= 
more incredible, than the felation 
of it. God can neither be multipli- 
ed , nor Chrift dinided : ifhis coat 
might be parted , his body was in- 
tg For thatthen all fides challenge 
Truth; and but one can polfeffe i it;| | 
let vs' {ee who haue. found ity ~whof | 
we ies SP Gee Saas 

There are not many Religions 
that ftriue for it , tho many opint- 
ons. Every hetelin: , albee funda- 
‘mentall , makes nota religion. ‘We 
x not , The Rékgion of Avrians, 


pe 























Neftorians, Sabellians , Macedonians, but 
The Sect:or Herefie. No apifian 
| challenges this sat name in our vfuall 


f cech, 
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{peech, (for-l, difcuffe not the pro-/ 
prietie) but shat avhich arifing trom} 
naany differences, hathfetrled it (elf 
19 the world,ypon her owne pring 
ples, not without an yniyerfall di-| 
uifion : Such may foone bee coun-| 
ted : Tho itis true, there’are by, fo | 
muclrtoo many , asthere.are more | 
than.one, Fiue religions then there | 
are by this rule, vpon eaxth ; which} 
{tand in competition for truth, Tew 


i 
s 





‘ 


\ifh, Turkifo , Greekifh, Popifh > Refore | 


med ; whereof each pleads tor itfelfe, } 
with difgrace of the other. The| 
plaine Reader doubts, how he may | 
fitludge, in fohigha plea: Gob} 





hath put this perfon vpon him ;| — 


while hee chargeth him to trie the}, 
{pirits ; to retaine the good, reiect 
the euil: If Gill he plead with Mo/es, 
infuffictency 3 let him but attend, 
God fhall decide thecafe in his fi- 


. 
t 
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lence, without difticulty. The lew 
hath little ‘to fay for himfelte, but 












fall ofhimy ;:more ftrongly prooues 
‘hirn the true Meflias’: neither could 


the be iuftified to.be that Sauiour , if 


they reie&ed him not:: fince-the 
Prophets forefaw, and foretgld,not 
their repelling of him onely, but 

their reuiling. If there werenomore 
| arguments, God hath fo mightilie 
confuted them from heauen, by the 

voice of his iudgement, that all the 
worl hiffeth at their conuiion. 
Loe, their very finne is capitallie 


written in their defolation, 8 con- | 
tempt. One of their ownelateDo-. 
Cours ferioufly expoitulates in are- |_ 


lenting Letter to another of his fel- 
low Rabbins , what mightbee’ the 
caufe of fo long and defperate a ru- 
ine 





e 


{impudent denials of ourChrift, of 
_ ftheir Prophecies : whofevery refu- 
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ine of their Irael ; and comparing 
their. former captiuities with their 
former finnes, argues (and yet fears 
to conclude) that this continuing 
punifhment, muft needs be fent for 
fomefinne fo much greater than I- 
dolatrie, oppreflion, Sabath-brea- 
king ; by how much this plague is 
more‘gricuous than all the other: 
Which, his feare tells him (and hee 
may beleeue it) can be no other,but 
the murder, and refufal of their true 
Meffias. Let now all the Do@ours 
of thofe obftinate Synagogues, an- 
{wer this doubt of their owne obie- 
Ging : But how paft al contradicti- 
on is the ancient witnefle of all the 
holy Prophets , anfwered and con- 
firmed by their euents? whofe fore- 
fayings verified in all particular if- 


fues, are more than demonftratiue. | 





No Art.can defcribe a thin 
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~~ | with. more exaétnefle,than they did 





|uer.: What entertainment ; retecti- 
| on: What death;the Crofie: What | 
























DECAD. IIL 


‘chis:‘Chrift to come. What circum-. 


ance is there, that hath not his 
predidion:? Haue they not fore- 
written,who fhould be his mother ; 
A Virgin : Of whattrbe ; af Juda: 
‘Of-what houfe ; of Danid: What 
place ; Bethleem: Whattime ; when 
the.fcepter fhould be taken from lus 
‘da:':: Or after fixtie nine weekes ; 
What name ; Je(us, Immanuel: What 
habitation '; Nazareth : What har- 
binger; Tobn the fecond Elias: What 
his bufinefie ; to preach, faue, deli- 


maner ; piercing the body, not 
breaking the bones : What compa- 
nie ; amidft two wicked ones : 
Where ; atJerufalem: Where abouts; | 
without the Gates : VVith what 
words; of mploration.:, What 

3 | drau ht; 
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draught; of vineger and gall : Who 
was his Traitor, and with what fuc- 
cefle: > If all the Synagogues-of the 
{ Circumcifion , all the gates of Hell, |. 

. | can ob{cure thefe euidences, let : | 





27, | 
| 
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be a profelyte... My labour heerein 
is fo much leffe, as thereis lefle dan-} 
ger of ludaifme. Our Churchis:well| 
| rid of that accurfed:nation, whom 
yet Rome harbors, and, in afafhion, 
graces ;.whiles in. ftead of {pitting 
at,or that their Neapolitan correCtion 
whereot Gratian {peakes ; thePope 
folemnly receiues at their hands, 
that Bible which they at once p 
proue, and overthrow. Butwould 
G o p'there were ‘no more. lewes 
thanappeare. Euen inthis fenfeal- 
fo hee is a Jew, that is one within: | 
plainly , whofe heart doth not fin- 
cerely confeffe hiis Redeemer. Tho 
a Chriftian Jew, isno ctherthan an 


a Atheift - 


EE ED 





eo - 








Atheift.; and theretore mutt bee 
{courged-elfe-where. The Jew thus 
anfwered : The Turke ftands out for 


| his Mahomet, that.coufening Arabian, | 
whofe hes: a Gf it deferue that} 


name){tan ee ete ce 
ignorance, and palpable impofture. 


Yet loe heere a fubtle Diuell, in a 


grofié religion : For when hee faw 


\ that he could not by fingle twifts of 


Herefie pull downe the well-built 
wals of the Church he winds them 


allvp in one Cable, to fee ifhis cord} |: 


of fo many folds mighthappily pre- 
uaile : railing vp wicked Mabumet, to 
denie with Sabellius the diftinGion 
of perfons, with Arius Chnifts diui- 


the Holy Ghoft, with Sergius two 


ded with violence , how haue they 
| watted 







nitie, with Macedonins the Deitie of | 


wils in Chrift, with Marcion Chrifts| 
rie we And thefe policies fecon- |. 


watted Chriftendome 2? O damna- 


bocdhall knowledge;. and contradi-+ 






| God carried by eight Angels;. their 
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ble mixture; miferably fuccesfull | 
which-yet could not haue been, but 
that it meets. with fottifh clients, 
and fooths vp nature, and debarres 


Gion.: Whatistheir Aceran, but a 
fardell: of :foolith impoffibalities 2] 
Whofacuer fhall heare -mee:relate| : 
the Stories of Angell Adriels, death;| -- 
Seraphuels trumpet , Gabrisls bridge,| 

Horroth and -Marroths hanging, the 
moones defcending i into Mabumets 
fleeue, the Litter, wherein hee faw 


ridiculous and {winith Paradile anal 


thoufands of the fame bran ;would _ 


fay, that Mabomet hoped to, meet ei- 


fides thefe barbarous fictions, be- 
hold their lawes, full of licence, full 
of — In which, ‘reuenge is 


encouraged, 








ther with beafts, or mad men. : Be-| - 
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oftheir. opinions fuch, .as well be- 
wraies:their whole. religion to bee 
bur the mungrell. iflue of ar chiar, 





Kew, Neftortan, and Yrabian.:: Amaioas | 


fter:ofmany feeds andall'accurfed'; 
in-botl which regards, natuse, hee: 


falfe,in whofe breft God. bath writ- | 


| : | ten his royall Lave ( thoin: ‘part, by 


her defaced) shathdight enough. to | 


condemne a Turke; -As‘the:wortt Pa 


gan. Let no manilooke: for further | 


Chrifttay wil fcorneta tontutejand 
{carce vouchfate to laugh ats. ee 
i. The :Greekifh: Church. .(.fo the 


Ruffes termethemfelues) put inthe 


les Thefe<follies.; zswile 


cefle °:. whofe. anfinite Clergy. af- 


. ther: reafon oradgo udtofthrr own 








encouraged, multitude of wines al- | 
lowed, theft tolerated ; &cthe frame | 





next claim: but-with no better fuc- | 


| foords nota nani thatdan. ge’ eis} 


re _dodrine. | 
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dottrines Thefearethe bafelt tdrees : 
of all Chittianis, fo: wes fauourablic’} 
terme them; thdathey :pechaps:an | 
more: fimnplicitie thano wilfulnefic, | 
will admit none of all the:otlaes 
Chrittiah- world ‘to, their; font, ‘but 
thofe, who, ina folemnexsenundtatis 
on {pit ats and abrure. their formet 
God, Religion, Bapttime : -yeupers 
tiieitinie wee might more isthe 
terms them, Nicolatens, for thabeb- 
{cure Saiht (if a:Saine ; if honeft): by 
ani wnequall; AH TOD 5 findes inibee 
homage.fronaishem than his matter: 
Thefeare as igibrant as Curks,ia9 | 
idolatrous as Heathens as obftinate |. 
as lewes.,: and imere fupertstious 
than Papifts,::To-fpeake ingenur: 
oufly fron: that: i haue heardsand. 
réads’ ifthe work: of theRdmifh rel, 
: ligion iad thébelf the De (eosii~. 
jrih ath he! sa nc sabe: chnie nal 
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behard whether fhould:be ‘leffeill.. 
Labour the lefle in'all thee , whofe 
remoteneffe and'abfurditie fecure vs 
frony infe@ion , and whofe’ onelie 
name istheir confuration. I defcend 
|to that maine tiuall of Trath,which 
creepsinto.our bofome ,.andis not 
leffe neere than fubile:, the religion 
(ifnot rather the faion) of Papifm; 
whofe plea is importunate’ and fo 
much more dangerous. a3 it carries | 
fairer probabiliae.:Since then of all 
Religions the Chriftian. obteineth, . 
let:vsfee of thofe that are’ called 
| Chyiftian, which fhould command 
affent.and profeflion.: Euery religi-~ 
on beares in hir‘:‘lineaments the 1- 
mage of hir parent: the trge Religi- 
on therefore is {pirituall,. and looks 
| like God.in hir'puritie : all falfe reli- 
| gions.aré carnallyand catriethe face. 
|of Naturé, their another,and of him 
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whole illufion begot then, Satan. | 
In famme, Nature néuer conceiued j 
any which did notfauour her, ‘nor | 
the Spirit any which. did not op=| 


pugne her. Let this then be the Ly- 
dian itone of this triall ; we need no 
more. Whether Religion foeuer 
doth more plausibly. content: Na- 





‘ 
§ 





ture, is falfe, whether giucs more 


fincere glory to God, is bis Trueth: 
Lay alide preiudice : Whither I be 


feech.you tendeth all Popery butt 


to make Nature either vaiuly proud, 


or carelefly wanton ? What. ean} 
moreaduantce her pride; than totell | 


_| bers:thatfhe hashin her own hands | 


‘freedome enough of will-.¢ with a 
| ttle preuention) to prepare hirfelte 
| tavher iuftification ; that f{heehath 


(whereof to 1 eloyce ) fome-what, | 


which thee hath not recemed ; that 
if God pleafe but to vnfetter her, 
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fhe can walkealone? She is infolent 
enough of her felfe; this flattery 1 
‘enough to make her, mad of con- 
ceit. After this; That if God willl 
but beare: halfe the charges by his 
cooperation , fhe may vndertake to 
merit her owne glory , and braue 
God in the proofe of his moft accu- 
rate iudgement ; to fulfill the whole | 
royall law ; and that from the fuper- 
fluitie of her owne fatisfactions fhe 
may be abundantly beneficial to 
her neighbors ; that naturally with- 
out faith a man may do fome good 
works; that we may repofe confi- 
dence in our merits. Neitheris our | 
good only by this flattery extolled, 
butour ill alfo diminifhed : our e- 
‘uils are our finnes; fome of.them | 
‘(they fay) are in their natureveniall, |. 
and not worthy. of death ; more, | 
\chat our originall finne, is but th 
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our firft-tathers offence,no inherent; 


Jill difpofition ; and, that by Bap: 
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want ofour firrtiufti iuftice; no guilt: of 








tifmall wate is taken away what-e-] 
uer hath the nature of finne ; ‘that: al 
meere mati (let mee not wrong Sif 
Peters {ucceffor in fo rerming him)t | 
hath power to remit both punifh- 
ment and finne , ‘paft and futute ; 
thaynany haue feed nore ae 
their finnes haue required ; . that the | 
fufterings ot the faints’ added . to 
Clinifts paflions , make vp the trea- 
fure of the Church, that fpirituall 
Efchequer ; whereof theit Bifhop 
mult keepethe key , and make his} 
friends. In all thefe the gaine of 'Na-| 
ture (who fees not) is Gods loffe?} 
all her brauery is {toll’n from aboue:; 
befides thofe other direct deroga- 
tions from him ; that his Scriptures | | 
are not fufficient . ent; that their origi-|} 
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nail fountaines are corrupted , and 
the {treames run cleerer; that there 
isa multitude (it a finite ppiabest of 
Mediatours. ~ Turne your eyes now 
to vs;,and fee contrarily how wee a- 
‘bafe Nature, how wee : knead hir in 
the duit; fpoiling hir of hir proud 
ragges , loading hir with repro- 
ches; and; gining glorie | to him that 








whiles wee teach, that wee 1 her 
haue good, nor cando good of our | 
felines ; that wee are not ficke or fet- | 
tred, but dead in our finne; that we 
can not moue to good, more than 
we are moued; that our bett aGions | 
are faulty, our fatisfactions debts, 
our deferts damnation ; that all our 
meritis his mercy that faues vs ; - that 
euery of our finnes is deadly, euler 

of our natures originally Fain 
and corrupted ; that. no water can 
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intirely | 
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intirely wath away the filrhineffe of 


our concupifcence ; that none bur] 


the blood of him that was God, can 
cleanfe vs; that all our poflible fuf- 
ferings are below our oftences ; that 


Gods written Word is all-fafficient| 
to informe vs, to makevs both wife} 
{and perfect ; that Chrifts: mediation |} 


is more than fufficientto faue vs, his 
fufteringsto redeeme vs, his obedi: 


ence to’ inrich vs. You haueé feene| 
how Papiftry makes Nature proud; | 
now fee how it makes hir lawlefle} 
and wanton : while it teacheth: (yet | 


this one , not fo yniuerfally) that 
Chniit died effectually for all; that 
in true contrition an. exprefle’pur- 
pofe of new life is not neceflary ; 
that wicked men are true members 


of the Church ; that'aleaud mif-cre-|: 


ant or infidel! in the bufineffe of the 
Altar partakes of the true bady and 
: ee MO 
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—_ blood of of Chrift,yea( syea (which afhame 
to tell) a brute creature; that men 
may faue the labour of fearching, 
tor thatit is both eafie and fate (with | 
that Catholike Collier) to beleeue 
with the Church, at.a venture: more 
{than fo, thar deuotion is the feed of 
ignorance ; ; that there‘ is infallibility 
annexed to.a ‘par rttcular place and 
perfon; that the bare act of the Sa- 
craments conferres grace without 
taith ; that the meere figne of the 
‘Cr offe made by. a lew or Infidell, is | 
‘of force to driue away r diuels ; that 
the facrifice of the Maffe in Nhe very 
worke wrought, auailes to obteine 
| pardon ofour finnes, notin out life 
only, but when welie trying in Pur- 
| atorie ; that wee need not pray in 
[iach to be hear d, orin vndest tand- 
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for finne; thatabitinence from fome 
meats & drinks is meritorious; that! 
Indulgences may be granted to dif- 
penfe with all the penance of finnes| 
afterward to be committed ; that 
thefe by a living man may be appli- | 
ed to the dead; that one man may | 
| deliuer anothers foule out of his 
purging tormeats : and therefore, 
that hee who wants not either mo- 
ney, or friends, need not feare the 
{mart of his finnes. O religion {weet 
to the wealthy, to the needy defpe- 
rate ! Who will now care hence-! 
forth how found his deuotions be, | 
how leaud his life, how hainous his} 

finnes , that knowes thefe refuges? 

On the contrary, we curbe Nature, 

we reftraine , wee difcourage; wee} 

threaten hir, teaching hir-not to reft 

in implicit faiths, or.generall inten- 

tions , or externall actions of pietie, | 
| D4 or 
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, for prefumptuous difpenfations of 
Finen ; bur to ftriue vito fincere faith, 
without which wee haue no partin 
_ | Chrit, in his Church, no benefit by 
| Sacraments, prayers,taltings, bene- 
ficences : to fet the harron warkein 
alour deuotions without which the 
hand & tongue are but hypocrites 
to fet the hands on worke in good 
actions , Without which the prefu- 
ming heart is but an hypocrite : ta 
expect no pardon tor finne betore 
wecommit it,and fram Chrift alone 
when we hauecomautted it, and to 
repent before we expect 1t: to nope | 
for no. chaffering., no ranfome of 
our foulestrom belew, no contrary 
change of eftate atter diflolution : 
that life is the time oi mercy, death 
afretrikytion. Now let me appeale 
to your foule,andto the iudgement | 


: ie 3° : 
of all the world , ‘whether of thefe 






































two religions is framed to the hu- 
mor of nature: yea letme but know 
what a&tton Popery requires of any 
ot hir followers, which a meere Na-~ 
turaliit hath notdone, can not do? 
See how I haue chofento beat hen 
with that rod wherwith they thinke 
we haue fo otren {marted : for what 
cauill hath beene more erdinary a- 
gainft vs, than this of eafe and liber= 
tie, yea licence ginen and taken'by 

our religion? together with the vp- 
braidings of their owne {trict and 
rigorous aulterenefle ? Where are 
our penall works,aur faitings, {cours 
ges, haire-cloth, weary pilgrimages, 
blufhing conteflions, folenin vowes 
of willing beggety and perpetuall| - 
continency : ? Todo them right, we 
yeeld; in all the hard works of wills 
worthip they goe beyond vs.3 but 
(rel (left they fhou fhould infulci in the victo- 


ric) 
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rie) not fo much as the Priefts of 
Baall wentbeyond them. I fee their 
whips ; fhew mee their kniues. 
Where did euer zealous Romanift 
lance and carue his flefh in deuoti- 
on? The Baalites did it, and yet ne- 
uer the wifer, neuer the holier. E:i- 
ther therefore this zeale in works of 
their owne deuifing makes them 
not better than we, or it makes the 
Baalites better than they : letthem |: 
take their chdice. Alas, thefe diffi- 
culties are but a colour to auoid 

reater : No, no, to worke our ftub- 
burne wills to fubiection, to draw 
this vntoward flefh te a fincere 
cheerefulneffe in Gods ferutce : to 
reach vnto a found beleefe in the 
| | Lord Iefus, to pray with a true hart, 
l without diftra@ion , without di- 
; | ftruft, without mif-conceit : to ke 
+t 
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the heart in continuall awe of God: | 
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Thefe are the hard rasks of a Chri- 





{tian, worthy of our fweat, worthy 
of our reioycing: all which that Ba-| 
bylonitfh religion fhifteth off witha 
carelefle fathionablenefie , as if it} 
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‘thad norto do with the foule. Giue 
vs obedience: let chem take facrifice. 


Do you yet look for more euidence? 
looke into particulars , and fatishe 
your felfe in Gods decifion, as Optas 
tus aduifed of olde. Sincethe goods} 
of our father arein queition, whi- 
ther {hould wee goe but to his Will 
and Teftament ? My foule beare 
the danger of this bold affertion : If 
we erre, we erre with Chrift and his | 
Apoftles. In a word , again{t a 





the do€trine whether it 
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~ To Me Edmund rd See 








Christianity , 4nd the abundant 


| Ow hard a thing is it 
8 (deare-vncle) to -bee.a 
Sif Chriftian ! Perhaps: o- 

me} thers are leffe dull ,. and 


more quiet more Waxen to thejm- 


but whom I know , and whem I 
dare, my felfe. Euen eafis bufinef- 
fes are hard to the weake : let others 


boat; 

















Ep IV. td inure of the hardneffe of| 


recompenfe in the pleafures and | 
enue auead of that brefe efilan. | 












preflions of grace, and leffe trouble- | 
fometo themfelues. Laccufe none, } 
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| yet who fhall raife vp this droffe of 


tdowne with afweet violence; fo as 
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boaft ; Imuftcomplaine. To keepe 

our {tation is hard, harder to moue 
forward: One whilel fcarfe reftrain 
‘my vnruly defires, from euil!; ofter, } 
can finde no luftte good. -My hart | 
will either be vaine,or fullen: when 
Lani wrought with much{weat to 
‘dete it finne,and diftafte the world ; 








miné to a {pirituall toy ?Sometimes 
I purpofe well ;.and ifthofe thoghts 
(not mine) begin to lifttmee vp trom 
myearth ; loe, hee that rules in the 
aire; ftoopes vponme with power- | 
full tentatidns,or the world puls me | 


know not whether I bee forced; or 
perfwadedto yeeld. I finde much | 
weakneffein my felfe, but more tre- 
chery. How willing'am I tobe de- 
ceiued ! How: loth to bee altered ! 
Good duties feeme harfh, and can] 
. | i hardly 








hardly efcapetherepulfe , or delay 
of excufes; andnot withoutmuch 
{trife grow to any relifh of pleafure, 
and when they are at beft , cannot. 
auoid the mixture of many infirmi- 
ties: which do at once difquiet,and 
difcourage the minde, not fuffering 

it to reft in what it would haue | 
done, andcould not. Andif after! — 
many fighs, and teares , I haue 
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tained to doe well, and refolue bet- 
ter ; yetthis good eftate is far from 
conftant, and eafily inclining to 
change. And.whiles I ftriue, in 
{pight of my naturall fickleneffe, to 
hold my own with fome progrefle, 
and gaine ; what difficulty doe I 
finde, what oppofition ? O Gop, 
what aduerfaries haft thou proui-} 
ded for ys weak men ! what incoun- | 
ters ! Malicious and {ubtle {pirits, |. 
an alluring world, a ferpentineand | ~ 
| | ~ftubborne} | 








A | DBCAD, Wh 
ftubborne nature: Force and fraud | 
— ¢doetheir worft to vs ; fometimes | 
| becaufe they are {pirituall enemies, 
I fee them not, and complaine to 
feele themtoo lace : Orher-whiles 
my fpirituall eies. fee them with a-| 
mazement, and I (like a cowardly 
Ifraelite) am ready to flee , & plead 
their meafure,tor my teare: Whois 
able to ftand before the fons of 
nak? Some other times Iittand ftill, 
and (as I can). weakly refitt; ‘but am 
foyled. with indignation, Be ‘fhame ; 
Thenagaine I ae Vp, not without 
bafhfulnelle and {corne : aad with 
|more a refiftance preuaile,and 
triumply + when ere long furprifed 
{with afudden & wawated atlault, 
iLam carried away ca ptiue, whither 
' |T would not: and mourning for my 
; -{silcomficure, ftudy for afeeblk: te. 
juenge :-My a Mis nah is good, but}. 


my | ! 
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lof thefe wounds. Befide ,fuggefti- 


jin fatisfying or fupreffing : ‘Ot £0) 


lishard : Igrantit; but gainfull and) 


| greateft labours that haue anfwer- 
able requitals, are leffe than theleaft 





EPIST. 1vV.: ‘ew 
my ftrength maintaines itnot : Itis <= 
now long ere I can recouer this o-' 
uerthrow, and finde my felfe whole’ 


ons, crofles.fall heauy, and. worke 
no fmall diftemper in aminde faint 
and ynfetled, whofe law.is fuch, that: 
the moreI grow the more I beare ; 
and not feldome, when God giues: 
me refpite, I afflict my-felfe : either 
my feare faineth euils , of my-varu- | 
lie pafiionsraife tumults within me; 
which breed much trouble,whether| 










{peake, that finne 1s atcended , ber. 
fides voquietnefle, with terror. 3. -. 
Now you fay ; Alas Chriftianitse 







happy. I contemne the difficultie, 
when I refpe& the aduantage. The 
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ae DECAD. Ill. | 

: chat ha haue- no regard, Belecue mee, 

| J whenTidoketo the reward, would 
|nét haue: the worke eafier. Itis a 

7 |g00d Maftet whom we ferue , who 





: not only. payes, but giues ; notafter 









lehe propdition of olit- earnings, but 
ot his owsie mercy. - If. eucry paine 
ithatwe fuffer were a death,and aue- 
ry crofledn hell, wee ‘haue amends 
enough. Te were inturious to com - 
plaine of thie meafure;-when we ae-: 


| knowledge ‘the recompente. Away 


| wick thefe weake diflikes : tho I 


jfhduld: buy # it dearer’, Jwould be a| | 


-Chrittian. Any thing's nay make me 
out ofloué with my elie’, ‘nothing 
with my proteflion + J were VAWOI- 
chy of this favour, if Fcould. repent 
to haue endured : herein alone Jam 
\fafe, heréinTam‘blefled, Imay be 
Jalt other: things ; -and yet: with that} 


\aying dying Empérour cos conyplaine ;' with swith 
a 
te ee | mace A 





__ EPIST. IV. [gt 
my lait breath , That lam no whit the | 
better: let mebe a Chriftian, Lam pri | 
| uiledg’d fron niiferies ; Hell can not | 
| couch me; death can ndt hurt nies} 
| No euill can arreft mee while Zanr{ 
vader the protection of him, which 
ouer-rules all good and euill : yea;{- 
| fo foone as it touches me, it turnes | 
| good ; and being fent and fubornéd 
by my fpirituall aduerfaries-to be- 
tray me, now in.an happy changeit] _ 
fights for mee, and isdriuenrather| - - 
torebell, than wrong mee. It is 4 
| bolde and ftrange word ; No price ; 
‘| sould buy of mee the gaine of my | 
‘{finnes : That, which while frepen-| 
‘|ted , I would haue expiated with 
|blood; now after my repentance Lf. 
| forgoe not for a world; the fruit of 
| hauing fianed, (if notrather, of ha-| 
| uing oe Befides imiy free- | 
doine, how large ismy pofleffion?} 
E 2 All 






ee ee 


gar ES: 


All good things are mine, to chal- 
| lenge, toinoy. I can notlooke be- 
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yond my owne, nor befides it; and 
the things. that I can not fee, I dare 
;claime no leffe. The heaven that 
roles fo glorioufly-aboue my head 
is mine, by this right: yea thofe ce- 
leftiall {pirits, the better part of that 
high creation, watch me in my bed, 
guard me in my wayes, fhelter me 
in my. dangers , comfoit me in my 
‘troubles ,, andgare ready to receiue 
‘that foule which they haue kept. 

| What fpeake lof creatures ? The} 
| God of fpirits is mine, & by afweet 
and fecret. ynion Iam become an 
heire of his glory; yea (asit were) a 
jlimme ofhimfelte. O bleffedneffe ! 
worthie of difficultie, worthie of 
paine : Whatthou wilt, Lord, fol 
may bethine,whatthou wilt. When 
‘Thauedone all, when I haue fuffe- 


red 








ee 
EPIST. IV. — 53) 

U lredall, thou exceedeft more than I | 
| want. Follow me then (deare vnele) 

t | or (if you will) leade mee rather (as 

| vou haue done) in thefe fteps, and. 

¢ |from the rough way , looke to the 

lend :.Ouerlooke thefe trifling grie- 

“ |uances , and faften youreyes vpon. 

b Ithe happy recompente , and fee if 

: you can not fcorne to complaine. 

«| Pitie thofethattake not your paines; | 

‘| and perfift with courace,tillyou | 

©} feele the weight of your 

crowne. 
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Ep. V. Expoftel lating the cafe of his ae 
— dedneffein religion, which ws pleaded 
to be our diffenfions : fbewing the 
infuffictencie of that Motius , and 
comparivg the cftate of ear Chursb 
heorein, withthe Romifh, | 
a SENS) Would! knew where tc to 
11248) finde you, then Zcould 
dG) tell how to take a direc 
4en) Gig aime ; whereas now 5:1! 
mut toue, and coniecture, To day | 
you are in the tents of the Roma-| 
| ntits ; to mosrow in.ours ; the next 
day betweene both, againtt bots. 
Our. aduerfaries thinke you. ours, | 
wee'thetrs 3 irs ,, your confcieace findes 


E 4 _ you 








tea De ae ee 








DE CAD. AD. III. 
you with both, and neither. Iflat- 
ter yon not: this of yours is the 
wortt of all tempers : heat and cold 
haue their. vfes; lukewarmneffe is 
good for nothing,but to trouble the 
{tomach.’ Thofe that are f{piritually 
hot finde acceptation ; thofe that 
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ing ; the meane betweene both, is fo 
much.worfe ;-as it comes neererto 
good, and attaines it not. How 
long will you halt in this indifte- 
rencie? Refolue one way,and know 
atlaft what you do hold ; what you 
fhould. Caft off either your wings 


Bat-like nature, be either a bird ora 
Theait. Tocdie wauering and vncer- 
taine, your felfe will grant fearefull. 
Ifyou muft fettle, when begin you? 
Ifyou mutt begin, why nett now 2 It 


is [aan — that, whofe 


eee 





FLATLY 





are ftar kecold, hauea lefler reckon- | 


oer. your teeth ; and. loathing this} 


want 
















EPIST.: Vii 
wantis deadly’, and- whofe oppor-|. 
tunity is doubtfull:: God criethwith } 
Iebu ; Vi ho és on my fide, who :? Looke} 
at lait out of your windowto him, | 
and ina refolute courage caftdown| 


this ezabelthat hath bewitched you.|! 








i \Isthereany impediment,which de-| 
+ | lay wil abate? Ischere any which a 







tutt anfwer-can not-remoue? Ifyou 








¢ {had rather wauer ,/who-can ifettle 
# | you? Butif you lone not inconfian- 
t |cie, tell vs why. you ftagger: =, Bee 








f | plaine,or els you willtieuerbe firm ;] 
¢ | Whatliinders you? Isit our diuifi-| 

y {ons ?'I {ee you fhake your head at 

i |this, and.by your filent gefture be- 






wray this the caufe‘of your diftafte :| 
Would ‘God 1 could either dente 
this with trueth ,:or amend it with 
teares: But [grant it, with no leffe 
forrow,than you with offence. This 

earth hath nothing more lament- 
| | abl 


, 
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a 'y than the. duill iacres: af one| 


faith... What ther? Muit you defie 
yoormother , becanfe yau fe your 
brethren fighting? Their diflenfion 
is het.gricte : Mut thee lofe fome 
fonnes, becaufe fame others quar- 
irell 2: Do not fo wrong yourfeltein 
afflicting her.: Will you lowe Chit 
theleflé, becanfe dis coat is diuided? 
| Yea;letmeboldly fay ; The hem is 
tordba litle, che-garmentis whole; 
or:rather. it is fretted a little , not 
torad y or ratherthe fringe; not the 
heii: Behalde, theere.ts one Chriff, 
| one Créed, oute'Baptifme, one hea- 
uen, oneway toilt,; in funime, one 
| religion, one foundation, and (take 








away. the tumultuous fpirits offome 
Figoto us Lutherans) one heart; our 
differences. are:cthofe of Paul and 
Barnabas, nocthofe of Peter and Me 
us sit they be fome, it is well chey 
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are no more ; if many, thattheyare 
not capitall, Shew me that Church, 
that hath not complained of diftra-| 
Ctioti; yea that family, yea thatfra- 
ternitic:,.yea thac-man thatalwayes 
rees :with himfelfe. See: if the 
Spoufe: of Chrift,.in that heauenly 
marsiage-fong'doc-not call him, a 
yong Harti the mountaines of diuifion. 
Tellme thea, Whither will you goe 
for truth, if you:will allow no truth, 
bur where thereisno diuifion ? To 
Rome perhaps, famous for yoiitie; fa-| 
mous fot peace.:See now how hap- 
pily ypu: haue:chofen ; how vel : 
you have {ped ::Loe there: (ardinall 
‘Bellarmine himfelfe;awitnefie aboue 
exception. ; vader .his owne: hand 
acknowledgetly co'the world, and 
reckonsvptwo hundred thirty and 
fcurn :icontratittics of -doGtitie ‘a- 
hong:the: Romi}. -Diuihes:: What 
need) 








— 
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[they conteffe amongft themiéelues, 
| and be you theirs.! No, theyaremot 


| they want of our Trath., ' Our dtrife 
is inceremonics,theirsin fubltances | 



















DEC.AD. III. | 
need we more evidence ? Othe per- 
fect.accordance of Peters See ! wor- 
thie to be recorded for. a badge of 
Truth. Letndw.all our adyerfaries 
{crape. together. fo:many contradi 
ctions af opinions.amongtt ys, as 


more’ peaceable:; but more! fubtle ; 
they. have not leffe diffenfion, but 
more fmothered: ‘They fight clafe+ 
ly within doores without noife ; all 


our frayes are-tn:the-field-: would | 
God we had-as.avuch of their cun- |. 
ning , as they, want-of ourpeace; | 


and no. more of .theit policie, than 


Ours 1 one oF ‘twa points. theirs in 





all. Take. it boldly: from -hinn hat | 
— { dares: auouch it x, There is: not-ané | 

|poing in all Duiinitie (except thofe 
oa wherein | 


~~ EPIST. V. 





wherein wee accord with them) 


wherein they all:{peake the fame. 
Lf our Church difpleafe you for dif- 


ferences, theirs much more ; vnileffe 


you will be either wilfully. incredu- 


lous , or wilfully partial) :-vnleffe 
you diflike ‘a mifchiete the leffe for 
the fecrecy.. What will you dathen? 


Wil you bea Church alone? Alas, | 


how full are you of contradictions 
to your felfe | how fullof contrarie 


purpofes ! How oft doe you chide} 


with your felfe ! how oft doe you 


| fight with your felfe | I appeale to 


that bofome which is priuy tothofe 
fecret combats: beleeue me not, if 
euer you finde perfec vnitie any 
where but aboue ; either go thither, 


and feeke it amongit thofe that tri-| 


umph, or be content with what e- 
{tate you finde in this warfaring nil- 
ber. Truth is in differences,as gold 


in 
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| in drofle, wheat in chaffe; wall you} |; 
caft away the beft mettall , the beft| |), 
graine, becaufe.it is mingled with 
this ofall? Wil yourather be poore 
and hungry , than beftow labor on 
the fanne, or the furnace 2 Is there 
-|nothing worth your refped& , but} 
_ | peace.?: Lhaue heard that the inter- 

| lacing of fome difcords graces the 

| bett Muficke ; and Iknow not whe- 
_| ther the very euill {pirits agree not 
with themfelues. 'Ht the bodie bee 
found, what tho the coat be torne? 
or if the garment be whole, whatif 
the lace be vnript? Take youpeace; 
let me haue Truth; if I can nothaue 
both. Toconclude; Embrace thofe 
twueths that wee'all holde, and it 
greatly matters not what you holde 
in thofe wherein wee differ; and if 
you lowe your fafetie', feeke rather 
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| grounds whereon to reft, than-ex- 
me __ Sules| 





EPIST. V. 
cufes for your vnreft. If euer you 

| looke to gaine by the truth, you 

.) muft both chufe it, and cleaue to it: 

‘| Meereréfolution is not enough; 

;| *  exceptyou willrather = 

— lofe your felfe, 

. thanit. — 
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Er. VI. Difcourfing of the different degrees 
of heauenly glory; and of our mutu- 
allknowledge of ech other aboue. 

peg S thofe which neuer 
mk were at home’, now 





ED he acted aaa Ay ONE armen, 


te after much heare-fay 

EAN ie trauelling toward it, }. 
| —S aske inthe way, What 

maner of houfe itis, what feat, what 

frame, what foile ; fo doe we in the 
paflage to our glorie : Wee areall 
pilgrims thither ; yet fo as that fome 
haue looktinto ita farrethorow the 
open windowes of the Scripture. 
Go to then, whiles others are inqui- | 








r ' 
2 8 F . 9in 
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{ring about worldly dignities , and 
earthly pleafures, let vs two fweetly | 
contfult of the. eftate of our future 
happineffe ; yet without prefumpt- 
on, without curiofitie. -Amongft 
this infinite choice of thoughts , it 

{hath pleafed you to limit our Dif- 

| courfe to two heads. ‘You aske firtt, 

lif the ioyes of the glorified Saints 
flnali differ in degrees. I fearenotto | |. 
affirme it. .There is one life of all, 
one felicitie; but diuers meafures.| | 
Our heauen beginnes heere, and | | 
heere variesin degree One Chrifti-| 
an inioyes God abou another , ac) | 
cording as his grace , as his faith is} | 
more: and heauenis ftill like it felfe,) 
not other aboue from that beneath. | 
As our grace beginnes our glory, fo 
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ae pene 


\ 
‘ 
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it proportions it : Bleflednes {tands| | 
| Jin the perfect operation of the belt 





aa gatds ctees 


both approued , both. sass 
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Jagd; that is, niche vilionsimthe tra- 
| ition of Gods Ail his Saimes tee lim, 
| but fome ntorecleerely ; asthe fae 
| Sunne'is (eene of all eyes, not wath 
equal ftreugeh.: Such as thetye of 
ourtaith as to fee him that is nai- 
|fible, fuch is the eye of our prefent}. 


apprehenfion to fee as weare feene, 
Who {eesnot, that our rewards ate 
‘according to our works > Not for. 
theni, abou merit : Woe beto that, 





foule which hath but-whatit earn]. 


éth: bueafter thent, as-theit cule ot 
proportionsand thefe,how fenfibly 
vhequall? One giues but acuppe of 


colde water to a Difciple , another} 


giues his blood for the Matter. Dit- 
fetent works haue different wages, 
not of defert, but of mercie. Fiue ta- 





lents well imployed , carry.away| 





more recompthce than two 3 ¥et 
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DECAD. III. 
{with their Matters ioy. Who can 
{fticke at this chat knowes thofe hea- 
juenly.{pirits (to whom we (hall be 
Alike) are marfhalled by: their:Maker 
into feuerall ranks ? he shat was rapt 
into theit-element ,. and faw theic 
‘fbleffed orders , as from-hts owne 
{knowledge , hath ftiled. them., 
| Thrones, Principalities Powers, Domini- 
jons. If inone part of this Celeftiall 
{familie the great Houfholder hath 
thus ordefedit, whv.not.in the o- 
ther 2? yea euen in this hee.hath in- 
{itanced ; You fhall fit on twelue I branes, 
and indge the twelue Tribes of Hrael. ithe 
{meane not fome preheminence to 
- this Apoftles , how doth he an{wer, 
_ |how doth hee fatisfie them ? Yet 

* |mvore , Lazarus is in Abrahams bo- 
\fome ; therefore /b-aham is more 
_Thonored than Lazarus. I fhall need 

jno more proofs ; if from heaven} | 
| you 
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you fhalllooke déwn into thegreat } 
Gulte , and there fee diuerfitie of | 
torments according to the value‘of] 
finnes, Equalitie of offences , you]. - 
acknowledge an idle Paradox of the]: 
Stoicks : to holde vne uall finnes e- 7 


qually. punifhed, were more abfurd,. 


and more iniurious to Gods tuftice : | 
There is but one fire, which yet 0+} 
therwife burnes the ftraw , other-} 
wife wood and yron,. ‘He en made}. 
and commands this dungeon, thefe| 
tortures , telles vs that the wilfully f 
diate (hall fmart-with more} 
| {tripes ; the ignorant with ‘fewer. | 
Yet fo conceive of thefe heauenly ) 
degrees , that the leaft is ‘glorious. . 
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So doe thefe veflels differ, that all:}: . ~~ 


are full: there is no want in any,] 
no eauie. Let vs ftriue per aid ; 


not ftriue for the order.: How can}: 


we — to’ be more than happie? oe f 


Pa nn te. | Your |: 
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~ Your other Queition is of our. 
mutual knowledge aboue ; the hape 
whereot (you thinke) would glue 
much contentment to the neceflitie 


| 
| our parture; for both we are loth 





not to know thofe whom we loue ;. 
and we are glad to thinke we thall| 
know them happy: whereof (if i 
may.comforr yqu) I am yo leffe: 
confident. If. 1 may not go fo faire 
as. with the beft of the Fathers, to 
fay wee. fhal] know one anothers | 
thoughrs, J dare fay , our perfons 
we fhall; our knowledge, our me- 
{mory aré not there lott, but perfe- 
ed y yed Lfeare not to fay we flaall | 
know both: our miferies. pait, and 
the prefent fufferings of the. dama-| | 
ed. ft makes our happinefle not a 
little the fweeter, to know that wee , iy 
were miferable, to know.thatothers.! |p: 
areand mutt be milorable: we fhall) |i 
_know | 
































know them ; not teele them :. Take 
in [heed, that-you cleerely diitinguith 
betwixt {peculation, 8& experience. | 

Wee are then farre outof the reach 

of euils ; We may feethem to com- 

fort ys,notto afte vs. Who doubts 

that thefe eies fhal!l fee, and know 

the glorious manhood of our blef- 

fed Sauiour,aduanced aboueall the! 

powers of heauen 2. Andif one bo- 

dy, why notmare ? Andif our el- 

der brother , why no more of our | 
{pirituall fraternitie 2 Yea, if the} 

twelue thrones of thofe Iudges of} 

Hfrael, fhall bee confpicuous ; how 

fhall wee not acknowledge:them? 

Andit thefe, who fhallreftraine vs 

from more ? You will eafily grant, 

that our loue can neuer faile : Faith} 

and hope giue place to fight, to 

prefent fruition, : for thefe. are of 

things not feene; butloucis perpe- 

F4  __tuall] | 












72 DECAD. IIL _| 

‘|tuall, not of Gop onely, but his 
Saints : For nothing ceafes, but our 
earthly parts, nothing but what fa- 
uours of corruption. Chriftian loue | | 
is a grace , and may well challenge | |: 
a placein heauen : and what loue 1s 
there,of what we know not ? More 
plainly , Ifthe three Difciples in Ta- 
bor knew Mofes and Elias, how much 
jmorefhall we knew them in Gods 
Sion ? Laftly, (for itisa letter, nota 
volume, that I intended in this not 
neceflary, but likely difcourfe) that 
famous parable can tell you, that 
thofe which arein Hell, may know 
fingular and feuerall perfons , the 
| | diftant in place. The rich Glutton 
: - |knowes Lazarus and . Abrabam. 1 
+ heare what you fay ; Itis buta para- 


the contrary authority of Ambro/e, 
Tertullian, Gregory, Hierome, ot ‘any 
a Father; 





ble : neither will I prefie you with |. | 
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> | Father’; nor with that vniuerfal rule! 
i | of Chry/oftome ; that thofe onely are 
_ | parables, where examples are ex- 
prefled , and names concealed : 1]. 
yeeld it ; yet all holy parables haue 
their truths, at leaft their poflibili- 
ties. Denie this, and you difable 
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their vfe, wrong their Author. Our] — 


Sauiour neuer faid ought was done, 


that cannotbe ; and fhall thenthe] 


‘| damned retaine ought, which the 
glorified lofe 2 No man euer held 
that the foule was aduantaged by 
torment. Comfort you ‘therefore 
in this ; you {hall know, and bee 
knowen. But farre bee from hence 


all carnall and earthly thoughts; as} * 


if your affections fhould be (as be-| | 
low) doubled to your wife or child.j 
Nature hath no place in glory :| 
heere is no refpectof blood,none of} . 


marriage. This grofler acquain- 
: tance 


REPEL aaa ERED 
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tance and pleafure 1s for the Para- 
dife of Turkes, not the Heauen of 
Chriftians. Heere is as no marriage, 
(faue betwixt the Lambe and his 
Spoute the Church)fo no matrimo- 
niall affections : You fhall reioice in 
your glorified childe ; not as your 
childe, but as glorified. In briefe, 


let vs fo inquire of our companie, 































there our {elues, where we are fure, 


wee {hall haue more than we 
could imagine. — 


ort 


y] 


that aboue all things we ftriueto be; 
ifwe haue not what wee imagined, 


a 


ee 
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Ey yV I I. Concerning ae een matter of divorce 
| inthe cafe of apparent adulrerie; | 
_. aduifing the innocent party of the 
fittest cour [ei in that behalfe. 


Ya LI intermedling isat- 
NES yadtended with danger, | 
3 ve & euer fo much more, | 
Ae Nélas the bond of the par- | 


aoe ties contending | is nee-’ 7 








rer, er ftraiter : how can it bof 
want peril to. wdge betwixt dote| 
which are, or fhould be one fleth?. 
yt greae neceflinies require hazard. 
My profeflop would iftly checke 
me, i I preterred'not your confci-| 
sia ac, a teins alii manteni eee —| 


ence 
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"|ence to my owneloue. I pitie and 


lament, that your owne bofome is 
falfeto you ; that your felte, with’ | 
(hame , and with finne, are pulled 
from your felte,and giuento whoin 
you would not : An iniurie that 
cannot bee paralleled vpon earth ;| ; 
and fuch as may without our won- 
der, diftract you : fleight crofies are 
digefted with ftudy, and refolut- 
on ; greater,withtime ; the greatelt, 
not without ftudy, time, counfell.| | 
There is no extreme euill, whofee-| |. 


|uafions are not perplexed. I fee here} | 


mifchiefe on either hand: I {ee you | 
befet, not with grietes onely , but 


_|dangers. No man euer more truly! 


helda Wolfe by the eare ; which he 
can neither {tay , norlet goe, with | 
fafety. Gods ancient Law would | | 
haue made a quicke difpatch, and | ' 
haue determined the cafe,. by the 


death 








EPIST. VII. . 
death of the offender, and the liber- 
ticofthe innocent; & notitalone: 
How -many heathen Law-giuers 








haue fubf{cribed to. Mufes @ Arabians, | 


Grecians, Romans, yea very Gothes,the 
dregs of Barbarifme, haue thought 
this wrong not expiable, but by 
blood. With vs,- the eafineffe of 
reuenge, as it. yeelds frequence of 
oftenfes, fo: multitude of doubts: 
Whether the wronged ‘husband 


fhould conceale,or complain: com- | 


plaining, whether he fhould retain, 
or difmiffe ; difmiffing, whether he 
may marry , or muft continue fin- 
gle:.not continuing fingle, whether 
he may receiue his owne, or chafe 


another: But your inquiries {halbe | _ 


my baunds. The fact (you fay) is 
too evident. Let measke you ; To 
your felfe, or to the world ? This 
pointalone mutt vary your procee- 


dings. 


ere Ry 
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dings. Publike notuce requires pub- 
like dcharge,: Priuate wrongs aré 
in] Gur OWne power : Publike,in the 
hands of authority. The thoughts 
of our own breits, while they {mo- 
ther chemfelues:within vs,are at our 
cominand., whether for fupprel- 
| fing, or exprefltng : Butat they. once 
have vented themfeluesby words, 
varo others cares; now (ab common 
ftrayos) they nut ftandzo:the har- 
zard-ot cenfure : fuch:are our adti- 
otis. Neither the {word ; ‘nor. the 
keies, meddle within dootes ; and 
what but they withour.? If fame 
have laid hold on the wrong , pro- 
|fecute it-, cleere yournamie, clecre 
your houfe, yea Gods. Elfe you 
fhiall bee reputed a Pander to your 
owne bed : and the fecond fhame 
fhall fuspaflé the firft jo much as 
yout owne fault can moreblemifh 
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you, than anothers. Itthere were'no: 
more ; Heis cruelly merciful, that 
neglects his‘owne fame. - But what 
ifthe fnne were fhroudedin fecre-| 
cie? The lothfomenefle of vice con- 
fifts notin common knowledge: It. 
isnoleffe hainous, if leffetalked of. | 
Report giues but fhame : God and 
the good foule deteft clofe euils. 
Yetthen, I aske not of the offenfe, 
but of the offender ; not of 





crime , but-her.repentance,. Shee| - 
hath finned-againit Heaven, and| — 
you : But hath {hee wafhed your 
polluted bed with her teares ? Hath 
her true forrow beene no lefleap- 
parent, than her finne ? Hath thee 
peeced her old vow, with new pro- 
teltationsoffidelitie? Doeyoufind; 
her atonce humbled,and changed?) | 
Why fhould thaceare bee deafe to| 
et praters,titas was open to her ac- 
| cufa- | 
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— |eufations ? Why is there not yet 
place for. mercy? Why do we Chn- 
jitians lige as vnder martiall law, 
| wherein wee finne but once ? Plead 
| notauthoritie: Ciuilians haue been 
| too.rigortous :the mercifull fentence 
_Jof Dininizie fhall fweetly temper 
humane, feperenefie. How manie 
haye we knowen theibetter for their 
finne 2, That Magdaléne (her prede- 
|-cefforin filthinef{e) had never loned 
fo much, if fhe had not fo much fin- 
ned. How. oft hath Gods Spoute 
\deferued’a diuorce 2 which yet ftll 
| her confeffions, her téeares haue re- 
\uerfed. Mow oft: hath that {croll 
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| beene written, and figned ; and yet} 
againe cancelled., and torne, vpon| |. 
| fubmiffion ? His actions , not his} - 


| words only,are our precepts : Why 


is man cruell , where God relents? | 


| The wrong is oursonly,for his fake; 


—* with- 


_—_————— eee 
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If the Creditour pleafe to remit the} 
debt, doe ftanders by complaine? 
Bat if fhe be atonce filthy, and ob- 
{tinate, flie from her bed, as centa- 
gious. Now your beneuolence is 
adulterie ; you impart: your bodie 
to her,fhe her finne to you: A dan- 
gerous exchange; An honeft bodie. 
for an harlots finne: Herein you are 
in caufe, that fhee hath more than 
one adulterer. lapplaud the rigor of 
thofe ancient Canons , which haue 
ftilroughly cenfured euen this cloak 
of vice: As thereis a neceflitie of 
charitie in the former , fo of iuftice 
ia this. If you can fo loue your wife 
that you deteft nother finne , you 
are a better husband than a Chriiti- 
an, a better bawd than an husband. 

[dare fay no more vpor fo generall 

arelation ; sood Phyfitians in dan- 





| G gerous 
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~~, _bgerous difeafes dare. not prefcribe 
don bare fight of rine, or vacertaiae 
|repore, bat will feele the pulfe, and 
fee the fymptomes, ere they refolut 
ontherecet. You fechow no nz 
gard tam of my counfels; would 
God I could as eafily aflwage. 

your gtiete, as fatisfie 
S. as -.- your doubts. 
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Er [f X. AA Diltourfe of “tbe diaieule exe | 
| . excife efaChyitian, haw he may’ 





Reepe his heart from bardneffe, 
| and bis mages from error. -_ 


=e O keen, e the heart in 
oA eed yre with God, i Is the 
Bea LAG higheft task of a Chri-: 
Ke ka ftian, ‘Good motions 
a a are not frequent , bur 


| 
| 
| 
a conftancie of good di: ifpoGtion 







stare and hard. This worke mui 
be continyall, or els § peedeth nots! 
like as the hodie from a fetled and) 
habinuall ditt temper mut be Lecor| 
uered ~aed OY »Y long diets, and fo mach] 

= G 2 | — the} 





| DECAD. IIL | | 
the rather , for that wee can not in- 
termit heere without relapfes. If 
this field be not tilled euery day , it 
willrun outinto thiftles. The eue- 
ning is fitteit for this worke , when 
retired into our felues , wee muft 
cheerefully , and conftantly , both 
looke vp to God, & into our hearts ; 
as we haue to do with both:to God 
in thankefgiuing firft, then in re- 
queft. It {hall be therefore expedi- 
ent for the foule duly to recount to 
it felfe all the {pecialties of Gods fa- 
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_ \that your being, breathing, life,mo- 
ition, reafon is trom hinr; that hee 
{hath giuen’you a more noble na- 
\ture , than the teft of rhe creatures, 











, 





excellent 





_ 


—— 
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vours : a confufed thanks fauors of | | 
| carelefnefle, and neither doth affed | | 

|vs, nor win acceptance aboue. Be-| | 
' |thinke your felfe then of all thefe|. 
jexternall,interiour, earthly graces | . 


ee on - _ 
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excellent faculties of minde , perfe- 











ion of fenfes, foundnefle of body,.: 
competencic of eftate, feemlinetle | . 
of condition, fitnefle of calling, pre-| 
feruation from dangers, refcue out| 
of miferies., kindnefle of ‘friends ,| 
carefulneffe of education , honettie 


of reputation , libertie of recreati- 
ons, quietneffe of lite, opportunitie 
of well-doing , protection of An- 
gels. Then rife higher to his {piri- 
‘tuall fauors, tho here on earth, and 
ftriue to raife your affections with 
your thoughts : Bleffe God that you 
were borne in the light of the Go- 
{pell , for your profeflion of the 


Truth ) for the honour of your vo- | 


cation, for your incorporating into 
the Church, for the privilege of the 
Sacraments, the free vfe of the Scri- 
ptures , the Communion of Saints, 
the benefit of their prayers, the ayd 
Z G3 of 
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of ‘their counfels , ‘the pleafure of 
their conterfation ; for the begin- 
|umes of regeneration 5 atty foot 
fteps of faith, hope; loue, zeale, pa- 
el » peace s Joy , conictonable- 


que eee 





nefle, for any defire of more. Ther 
‘fer yout foule indunt highett of all, 





into het heauétt, and acktidwledce 
chofe céleftiall draces-of her election 
to cloty : redemption: trom {hame 
and death, of theinterceflion of hee 


place; and théve lét het ftay a while 
vpon the hteditaor of her future 


lf your requelt ; Sué noW to yout 

| God; as for gracé to aafwer thele 
| nietetés, fo to fee whereii-you haue 
Voor anfwered them’: Prem hin 
| thetetbre, cait your eyes downe vp- 
Low your felfe , aud’ as fome: caretull 
tufticer doth a fufpected felon , 0 


a | do 

















ee ne © 
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- |Sautiout, ot the prenatation of her| 


lioves. This done, thé way is made; | 





eed 
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do you itrictly-examine.your heact;| 
af what you haue done that day ; 
of what you fhould haue done; in=} 
‘quire whether your.thoughts haus 
beene fequeftred to God, ftrangers} 
from the world, fixed aa. heauen; 
whether iuft, charitable, lowly, pure f 
Chriftian ; whether yourfenfeshaua) 
heen haliy. guided, neither to letin} 
temptations y norte fetout finnes;) 
whethér. your. fpeeches haue. noe} 
been afenfine,.vaine, rath , indif=| 
‘ereets ynfguary, voediying ; whee'l 
ther your actions have beene, wary} 
rantable, expedient, comly, prafit-| 
able): Thence, fee if you dave beene:|: 
negligent iwatchiag yaur hearts)’ 
expence of your ume: exercifes.of| 
deuotion , parformanca of good] — 
, warks, 5. refuiance: af teliupratid ne, 
good. vic. of good. examples: aac: 
campare your prefent eftate with:| _ 
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a the former ,-looke iealoufly, whe- 
ther your f{oule hath gained or lott;| 
| foft ought of the lreat of her eu 
tenderneffle of:confcience , teare'to 
offend; ftrength of:vertue ; gained, 
nfore Increafe of FACE 5 more aflu-| | 
rance of glory..And-when-you find| - 
‘(alas who:can but. find?) either ho- 
lineffe decayed , or: ctalldone., or 
[good omitted , :caft downt. your] | 
eyes, ftrike your bréeft, humble your] | 
foule, and. figh-to. him. whom you | 

haue. ofeadet: fue for. pardon a as} | 
| for life , heartily’, yearningly + in- 

|doyne your felfe. carefull amend- 
iment , redouble your holy refoluti- 
‘ons., ftrike handes. with God:ina 
new couenant : My foule for your} | 
lattes Much of this: good coun- 















fell | confeffe. to. haue learned. from 
the Table of an ynknowen Author, 
jat a It contented. me : and 
a —_ there-| 





EPIST. IIX. | 
therefore I haue thus made it (by] 
many alterations ) my owne for| 
forme, and yours for thevfe. : Our 
practife {hall both commend 


it,.and make vs 


happy. 
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BP. 1 e3 ‘Difcourfing of the lanfalaefe of |. 


\ conuer[ation and trade with Inft- 


. delsund Heretikes y and: foewing: 


how farré aad wherein we w f al. | 


|. fowable..- 


IRS! N mitherofinueidare 
7) (Ne). 

Bs ‘not difcommend: touch. 
Zl iS feate: ‘Loofenes is both: 
ae EY at tore ‘ordinary fant, 
: and nyote: dangerous, thar: excefle 
of care’ yet heerein the mide tray 












be vniuftly tortured, & fuer -with-. | 





| out  gaine. It is good to know our 
| _bounds, 


ED angie 
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bounds, ; and] [keepe tl them ; that fo 
we may neither bee carelefly offen-| 
fiue, nor needlefly atfli@ed. How 
ase wee may trauellto , and con- 
uerfe with Infidels, was Heretikes, 
isalong demand, andcannot bee 
anfweredat once. ‘I fee extremes on 
both hands, and a. path of truth be- 
twixt both, ‘of no {niall latitude. 
Firft-t ieuaitiaiad not this courfe to 
you; itis well, if Lallow it. The earth 
Is large ; and truth hath ample Do- 
| minions; and thofe not incommo- 
dicus, not vopleafant. To neg-| 
{le& the maine bleflings with com- 
_ | petencie of the inferiour ; forabun- 
1 dance.of the inferiour , eo ee the 
jmaine, were.a des vnwife and 
rr ‘While we are free, who 
d take Gught but the. beft 2 
| Whither goe you ?. Haue we not as 
temperate aSunne, as faire an hea- 








uen, | 
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uen, as fertilean Earth, asrich a fea, 
as {weet companions ? What ttand 
I on: equalite?a firmer peace,a tree- 
er Gofpell, an happier gouernment| 
than the world can fhew you ? yet 
you muttgoe : lgiue you my allow- 
ance.; but limited, and full of cauti- 
ons : like an inquifitiue Officer, you 
muit let me aske, who, how,when, 

‘| whither, why, how long, and ac- 
cordingly determine. To commu- 
nicate-with them in their falfe ferui- 


ces, who will not {pit at as impious?} 


We {peak of conuerfing with men, 


not with idolatries : ciuilly, notin} 


Religion : not in works of darknes, 
but bufinefle of commerce , and 
common indifferencies. Fie on 
thofe Rimmonites , that pleade an 
vpright foule ina proftrate bodie: 
| Hypocrites, that pretend a Nathani- 
el inthe skinne‘ot a Nicodemus. God 

hates 
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as hates their fecret halting, and will 
reuenge it. Let goe their. yices ; 














(peake oftheir perfons; Thofe may | 


be conuerfed with ; not wath fanuili- 
aritie, not with iatirenefle ; as men 
qualified, not as friends. Traftique 
is. beere allowed, not amitie ; nos 
frend dbip, bus peace, Paul. will al- 
low yousto tealt at their gable, not 
to frequent ir + vet not this to all. : 
Chriffanity hath all itagyresia it, all 
ftreagshs: caildrénsand mea,weak- 
lings,{orauts, Ror alecblevagroun- 
ded Ciuitttian; shis Very 60 | 
is dangerous :: fafe tor the Poe | : 
andintbuGed, Turnga-child doole 

into anuApothacatiesfhop ,-or an: 
idiot « thar gally-por which lookes 
fairelt, Taal haue his Ach hand; she 
fullotpeifonous drugs : where the 
‘|iudicious iwould chife the wwhole-; 
! __'|fomedts Jéd notby fenle , buat skill. 
i i _Seiled- 
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 |Setlednefie in the srueth will caufe 
: |ys ¢o hate and f{corne ridiculous im- 
; | pietie, and that hare will fectle vs the | 
, |more; wherethe vaftayd.may grow | 
: |to lefle diflike ; and indanger his: 
. /owne infe@ion. He had need bea 
. \refolute (aleb that (hould go to {pie 
, | the land: of (anaaz ; yet ie 
.}one, vpon euery occafion : meere. 
. | pleafuresar curtofitie I dare mot al- 
, |fow in this aducature. The com- 
, |mand ofauthorie , or necetiitie.of 
. | trafliqae: E can not reiect : Or ifaf- 
, |ter fufiicient prevention, defireto 
. {informe :our felues shorowly in a|_ 
, |borratgne religion , or ftate (efpeci- 

. jally for publique vfe) carry ys a- 
. | broad, Icenfune ows. In all matger 


of danger., a calling sa good ‘Wat- | i 




































, vant; and at can bot wantpemtlito 
. |goe vnfent: Neawheris chere {onal 
_ | weight aw she qualiue of theplace, 


= | 
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and continuance of the time. Itis 

one cafe where the profeflion of our 
jreligion is free, another where re- 

ftrained ; perhaps not without con- 
- : to idolatrie : where we haue 





{meanes for our. foules, an allowed 


Miniftery,the cafe snuitneeds differ), 


from a place of necefiarie blindnes, 
of peeuifh fuperftition. To pale 
thorow an infected place is one 
thing; to dwell in stanother : Echof 
{ thefe giue a new {tate to the caufe, 
cand leoke for adiuers anfwer. But 


asin all thefe outward actions , {0 : 


here, moft force (I confeffe) lies in 
not tolleration onely to our trauell, 
but praife; to-conuerfe with them 
without, but ina purpofe of their 
conuerfion, and with indeuour to 
fetch thera in, can be no other than 
| an holy courfe: wherein that the Ie- 
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the intention ; which is able to giue| : 


| fits}: 
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(uits haue been (by their ownefay-} 
(ing) more feruiceable in their Indies 
and China’; let them thanke (alter 
| their nunrber and leafure) their thel- 
{ter of Spaime : the opportunitic of 
|whofe patronage hath preterr’d 
\them to vs; nottheir more forward | 
defires, In thort,companying with ; 
Infidels may not’ be fimply con- 
(demned ; who can holde fo, that 

-| fees Lot in Sodom, Ifrael with the Egyp- 

ans, Abraham and I/aac with their % 

‘| bimelechs ; Rofesamong thornes, and 

| pearles among much mud ; and, for 

all, Chriftamong Publicans and Sine | 

ners? fo wee neither be infected by 

them , nor they further infected by 

our confirmation ;. nor the weake 
Chriftian by vs infected with of- 

fence, nor the Gofpell infeed with 

reproch ; what dangercan there be? 

If neither wee, nor they, nor the | 


H “weakey 
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weake, nor (which is higheft) the 
Name of God be wronged; who 
can complaine ? You haue mine o- 
| pinion, difpofe now of your felfe as 
you dare : The earth is the Lords, 
_and youare his ; wherefoeuer he 
fhall finde you, ‘be fure you 
fhall finde him eue- 
ry where. 
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Highneffes Court. 





E . X. 4 defeription of a goodand faith full 


Courtter. 





NotthatI arrogateto niy felfe,more 
than ordinarie skill in thefe high 


points ; I defire not to defcribe 
Courtier : How fhould I, that hau 


but feene and faluted the feat of 
H Princes? 
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- To the Gentlemen ofhis 





—AHiles laduentured other 

“if)\ charactersinto the light, 

N/T referued one for you; 

: whom Laccountno {mal 
part of my toy; The Character of 
VVhat you are ,of VV hat you fhould be : 
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100 DECAD. HI. 
Princes ? Or why thould1I, whofe. 
thoghts are fequeftred to the Court 
of heauen ? But if l would decipher |} 
a good Courtier, who can heerein 
controll my indeuour ? Goodnefle 
jin all formes is but the iuft fubiec | 
{of our profeffion ; what my obfer- 
uation could not, no-lefie certaine | 
rule (hall afford me.- Our Difcourfe 
hath this freedome , that it may 
reach beyond our eyes with beleefe. 
If your experience agree not with| | 
{my fpeculation, diftruftme. Icare| _ 
not tor their barking , which con- 
demne me, atfirit, of incongruitie; 

as if thefe two termes were {fo difio- 
nant, that one fentence could not 

'  Tholde them. The Poet flanders, 
that abandons all good men from 
Courts. Who knowes not thatthe 
Egyptian Court had a Mofes ; the 
Court of Samaria an Obadiah ; of Ierue 
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falem an Ebed-melech ; of Damajcusa 

Naaman ; of Babylon a Daniel ; of Ethie 

opea good Treafurer ; and very Neroes 


Court in Pauls time, his Samts. That 





I may not tell, how the Courts of} 


Chrittian Princes haue been likened 
by our Ecclefiafticall hiftorians, to 


fome. royall Colleges for their or-| 


der, grauity; goodneffemixed with 
their maielty ; and that. may wil- 
lingly forbeare to compare (as, but 
| for enuy, I durft) yours.with theirs. 
I fpeake boldly, the Courtis asnigh 
to Heauen asthe Cell, and doth no 
lefle require, ana admit {trict holi- 
nefle. I banith. theretore hence all 
impietie, and dare prefage his ruine 
whofe, foundation is not layed in 
goodnefie, Our Courtier 1s no 0- 
ther than vertuous , and ferues the 
God of heauen.as_ his firft Matter, 
and from: him derines his dutie to 
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DECAD.AII. 
<3 earthen gods — ; as one that 
knowes the thrones of heauen and 
earth are not contrary, but fubordi- 
nate, & that beft obedience {prings 


| ae: deuotion: his abilitie and will 


haue both confpired to’ make him 


perfectly: ‘feruiceable , and his dili- 


gence waits.but for an. opportunity. 


Inthe factions of fome great riualls 
‘of honor,heholds himéelfe in a free 


neutrality, accounting it faferin yn- 


iuit frayes. to looke on , than to 
{trike ; and if neceflitie of occafion 


will oui winde him into the quar- 


rell, he chufes notthe {tronger. part, 


but the better; refoluing. ee to 


fall with innocence'and Path: than 
to {tand with power Page: lo 


{the changes of fauouts' and frownes 


he changeth | not; his fmcere hone- 
{tie beares him ‘hare all alrerati- 
ons, with wife boldneffe,ifnot with 


fuccefle: 
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{ucceffe : and when he {pies clouds 


EOS 


in the eyes of his Prince (which yet} 


of long he will not feeme to fee) his 


cleere heart giues hima cleere face ;}. 


and if he may be admitted, his loy-}. 


all breath fhall foone difpell thofe} 
vapors of ill fuggeftion : but if after | 
all attempts of winde and Sunne he}' 
fees them fetled:, and the might of} 
his accufers.will‘not let him feeme|’ 
as hee is; hee giues way in filence,|, 


without ftomach , and waits vpon 
Time, Hee js not ouer-hattily in- 
tent vpon his owne promotion, as 
one that feeks his Prince , not him- 


felfe; and ftudies more to deferue| 


than rife , {corning either to grow 
great by hisowne bribes, ot rich by 
the bribes of others. His officious 
filence craues more than others 
words; and if that language be not 





heard, nor vnderftodd', hee opens | 


H 4 his 
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portunity 5 caring ouly to motion, 


and eurteous , NOt vainly popular ; ; 
abaling his Princes .auour to. woe: 


gat ; anproouing by. hisacti onsthat 
he feekes one, notmaay.; ifnotra- 
dearned, hee plies witli diligent fer- 


‘dice, net-with flatterie ; ; G66 com- 


the befttog mucli; and in 1 prefes nee. 
When he finds an apparent growth 


i 
: 7 
seafle eng en Re SE eS 


enuie, and hazzard the fhame of his 
ewne-fall ; be at Inloyes It m Gutet 
thankfulnedfe : not ‘negleting 3 ity 
notdr awing It On too fatt : Ouer-' 








| bis mouth, yet late and {paringlie ; | 
without bathfulnefle , withoutim- 
not caring to plead. He is affable | 


the worthlefie applaufe of the vul- 


ther, onem. many. His. ‘Alphabet. is. 
his Princes difpotition ; s+ whichence. 


mending euery action as aod ; ‘ROT: 


of fauour, hee dares nat glory iu it! 
to others, left he fhauld ater their: | 








much 


ere re wee apne me oe 





much forwardnefle argues no per- 
petuitie. How oft haue we knowen 
the weake beginnings ofa likely fire 
{cattered with ouer-itrong a blaft ? 
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And if another rife higher, hee en- | | 


uieth not ; onely emulating that 


| mans merit,and fufpecting his own. 
Neither. the name ot the Court, nor 
‘the grace of a Prince , nor applaufe 
af his interiours, can lift him aboue 
himfeltey or lead him to affeé&t-any 


other thama-wife mediocritie. His 
owne ftucerity cannot make him o- 


1 uer-ccedulous. They are few, and 
well tried, whom hee dares vie ;. or{ 


perhapsiobliged by his own fauors: 


| {6 imal. imiployments.of friendihip 


heeiswary.without fufpicion, and 


(peakewhat he ought, not what he 


€ares 


might: neder:bur: (what Princes 


Qergyepras eae 7a 3 


withont&redulinecharitable. Heis{ 
free,asiot heart; fovoftonguc 5“ to | 
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DECAD. III , 
eares are not alwaies inured: to) 
meere Truth : yet that, tempered 
for the meafure,andtime, with ho- 





neft difcretion. Butif hemeetwith | — 


ought that might bee beneficiall to 
his matter, ortheftate, or whofe 


cconcealement might proue preiudi- : 
-ciall to either,neither feare nor gain 


can ftop his mouth. He is not bafe- | 
ly querulous, not forward to {pend 
his complaints -on the difgtaced, 
not abiding to build his own fauors 
vpon the vniuft ruins of an oppref- 
fed fortune. Theerrours of his fel- 
lowes he reports with fauour; their |_ 
vertues with aduantage. Hee isa 
good husband of his houres;.equal- 
ly detefting idleneife and bafe dif- 
ports ; and placing all his free time 
vpon ingenuous.{tydies,, :or gene-. 
rous delights ; fuch as may make ei- 
ther his body, orminde , more fit 





for’ 
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for nobleferuice. He liftethnotto} 


cometo counfell vncalled, nor vn- 
bidden to intermeddle with fecrets, | 
whether of perfon, or {tate ; which 
yetonceimpofed, hee maniageth,| 
with fuch fidelitie and wifdome, as| 
well argue him to-haue refrained, | 
not out of feare , but iudgement S| 
He knowes how to repay an iniurie 
with thankes, and a benefit with v- 
furie ; the one outof a wife patience 
without malicious clofeneffe ; the 
other out of a bounteous thankful- 
nefle. His life is his owne willing 
feruant; and his:Princes freevaflall ; 
which he accounts Jent to hins, that 


intercepting: of whofe harmes hee 
holds both his duty , and honour: 
& whether he bevfed ashis‘fword, 

or his fhield , heedoth both with 


cheerefulneffe. He can fo demeane 








he may giue it tor his matter : the]. 
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himfelfe 
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rosé. 
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hinafelie in his ofticious attendance... 


| 
| 
4 


that hee equally auoids fatiety and | 


obliuion ; not needlefly lauith of 
himfelfe ; to fet out and -fhew his 


parts alwaies atthe higheft; nor wil- 


iully concealed in. great accafions. 


owne yvertue., Reafon and honeitie 


| (next vider religian) are his Coun- 


fellers; which hee followes without 


| care of the euens , vot.withaut fore- 
uight.:In a iudgement of ynkind- 


nefle and enuie; he neuer catts the 


firitttone, and harésto picke thanks 
{by detraction. He vndertakesinone 
but worthy: fates, fuch as are. free | 
from-bafenefle-and iniuftice; fach 


as wpesther-fhamre to aske, nor dif- 


honorite grant; net fuffring private 


affections to-onerweigh publique 














f 


equive or. conueniénce; and better. 
brooking 


| 


Hee lowes to deferue and-to haue | 
friends , but to. truft rather to his 





| breft is nota cifterne to retaine, but 
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brooking a triends want, than anill 


precedent; and thofe which he yeel- 
deth to accept, he! loues notto lins 
ger in an afflicting hope : a prefent 
anfwer fhall difpatch the feares or 
defires of his expecting client. His 








asa conduit-pipe , to vent the rea- 
fonable and honeft petitions of his 
friend. Finally, hee fo lives, asone| 
that accounts not Princes fauors he-. 
their perpetuitie, but doubr their 
change ; as one that knowes there - 
is a wide world befide the 
Court, and aboue 


reditarie ; as one that will deferue’ | 
this world an 


heauen. 
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To MV. W. Waker F Fitgillan | 


Er. I. Diftour e of the true and lawfill\’ 
| fe of pleafures; how we may mode. | 
vate them, how we may inioy them 


with fa afétie. 7 
TEA DE a ss Ndeed ; vr | 











SF a, {tandes the vfe-ott 

we Wildome , if not 
oe in tempering our| 
LS  pleafures and for-, 
“eV Ca rowes? and fo dif-} 
pofing our felues in {pight of all oc-! 
currents, that the world may not} 


I | blow 
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blow vponvswith anvnequall gale, 


neither tearing our failes, nor flack- 
ning them..Euents ‘will varie ; if we 
continue the fame, it matters not: 
nothing can_ouerturne him , that 
hath power ouer himfelfe. Of the 


two, I confeffe it harder to manage 
profperitie, and to-auoid hurtfrom 
good: ftrong and colde windes doe | 


but make vs gather 7 our cloake 


|more round:, more clofe ; but to 
‘keepe it about vs in a hote Sunne- 


(hine, to run and not {weat,to {weat 
and not faint; how difficult itis ! I 


fee fome that auoid pleafures for 


their danger , and which dare not 


| es abandon lawfull delights , for 


feare of finne ; who feemeto me like 
fome'ignorant Metallifts, which catt 
away the precious Ore,becaufe they 
can not feparate the golde from the 
drofle; or fome fimple Tew, that 





condenines | 





| earth, if not for vfe>Or why’placed 7 





BEPISt A 
condemnes the pure ftreames ot lore 
dan , becaufeit falles into the dead 
fea. Why doe rot thefe'men-refufe} 
to eat, becaufe méat hath made ma-| 
ny Gluttons 2 Or} how dare they| | 
couer thenifelues , that- know there] 


Frys) | 











1S pridein rags > Thefe hard-Tutors,}. 
if not Tyrants,to themfelues,whiles. 
they pretend a mortified ftrictneffe, 
are imurious to: their owne hibertie, 
to the liberalitie--of their Maker: 
Wherefore hath he created, and gi- | 
uen the choice'tonimodities of this 
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he Manin a Paradife,notin aDefert?} 
How can we niore difpleafea libe-| 
rail friend , than to depart from his] 
delicate feaft wilfilly hungry? They | 
are deceiued that ‘call rhis holineffe; 
it is-the difeafe of a minde  fullei,| 
diftruftfull, impotent: Thereis no“! 
thing but euill, which is not from 
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“16 | DECAD. Iv. 
heauen:; and hee is none of Gods 
friends, that reiects his gifts for his. 
owne abufe. Heare mee therefore, 
and true Philofophie ; There is a 
neerer way than this , anda fairer : 
if you will bea wife Chriitian, tread 
init. Learnefirit by a tuft furpey, 
to know the.due and lawful bounds 
of pleafure ; and then beware, either | 
_ [to go beyond a knowen Mere, or in 
the licence of your owne defires, to 
remoue it. That God, that hath 
‘curb’d.in the furie of that vnquiet 
and foaming element , and fayd of 
olde , Ffeere fhalt thuu flay thy. proud 
wanes , hath done no lefle for the 
; Hise appettte.. Beholde, our 
‘limits are notobfcure; which-f wee 
once:paffe, our inundation is-peri- 
lous: and finfull: .No iuft delight 
wanteth either his warrant,;' or: his 
termes. More plainly , be acquain- 
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hago eeneie an ce - ~ 


fewer haue perithed in thofe, whofe 


timmoderation : Your ¢are mutt a- 


| winding , and ferpentine nature ; 
admit the head, the bodie will aske : 
no leaue : and fooner may you ftop : 
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\ ted both with the a qualtivol pleas | 


fures, and the meature ‘’Manie a; 


foule hath loft it felte ina. lawfull: | 


delight, through excefle : and not 
nature is vicious, without refpect of: 


uoid both. ‘The tafte of the one is 
deadly, of the other, a full caroufe; 
and intruth, it is eafier-for a Chri- 
ftian, notto tafte of that; than not 
to be drunke with this. “The ill is 


moreeafily auoided, than the indif- | | 





ferent moderated. Pleafare j is of a 





the entrance , than {tay the pro- 
ceeding. Withall, her infinuations 
are fo cunning , that you fhall not 
perceiue your — , ull you be 
ficke of a furfet : : A little hortie is 


* 13 {weer 
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DECAD. 
J {weet:;,anach, ‘tulfome, For the at- ate 

: taining of this temper then, fettle in 
jyour | felfe a right eftimation of that 
wherein you delight refolue euery 
thinginyo ! nis Gul; matter, and there 
willbe more danger of contempt, 
than < ouer-loying. . What are the 
goodly fumptuous buildings wead- 
mire, butia little burntand. hardned 
earth? Whatis the ftately and won- 
drous building of this humane bo- 
die, whofe Wenn wee dote vpon, 
but the fame earth we.tread on, bet- 

ter tempered 5 but worfe, when, at 
wants his gueft.2: What are thofe 
precious mettals whon: wee war- 
(hip , but yeines of earth betterco-| 
loured? What are coftly robes, buy |; 
{uch as are giuen of wormes,‘and |; 
confumed of moths 2?. Then, from | 
their begianing, ake to die end, 
andiee Jaughter concludein teares; 
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: _ EPLST. I. 
fee death in. this {weet pot. Thy 


| confcience {courges thee. with a 


long {mart for a fhort libertie , and 
for an imperfe@delight , giues thee 


perfecttorment: Alas,whatan hard | 


penny-worth ; fo litele-pleafure for 
fo much repentance ! Iniay:it, if 
thou canft; but if while the fword 
hangs ouer theein an horfes haire, 


ftill threatning:: his fall. and. chine, | 
thou cantft be fecurely iocund ; -1j 


wonder,but enuy not. Now Iheare 
yourecall me, and after-all:my. dif 
courfe (asno whit yet wifer). inquire 
by what rule our pleafures:fhall be 
judged ‘immoderate ?- Wee are all 


‘friends to our felues, and our indul- 


gence will hardly call any fauor too 


| much, Ifend you not (tho I might) 


to your bodie, to your calling for 
this triall; while your delights ex- 
clude not the prefence, the fruition 

| I 4. of 
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~ lof God,youare fate : theloue of the 
medicine.is no hinderance to the 
loue of health: letall your pleafures 
haue reference to the higheit good, 
and you can. nof. exceed. You fee 
the Angels fent about: Gods meffa- 
ges route ‘earth, yetneuer out of 
their heauen , neuer without the vi- 
{ion of. their Maker. Thefe earthly 
things caufe not dittraction,, if wee 
reft nop.in them.,.if-wee.can looke 
thorow them, to their giuer.: The 
minde: that defires: them’ for their 
owne fakes, and fuffers it feltetaken | 
vp with their {weetnedle as his main | 
end, is‘alreadie:drunken. Jt isnot 
the oft of pleafure: that offends, but | 
ithe affectation. How many great 
Kings haue been Saints? They could 
not haue been Kings without choice 
of earthly delights; they could not | 
haue been inte with earthly: affe-. 


ions. |. 
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ations. If God haue mixed you a 
{weet cuppe, drinke it cheeretully ; 
commend the tafte, and be tlianke- 
full; but retoyce in it as his. V{e 
leafures without dotage ; as in 

God, from God, to God; you 

are as free from errour, 
as miferje. 
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toM. Robert Fermin. 


Ep p. TL. 4 Difeourfe of the bloody vfe of | 
| fingle combats; the iniuftice of io 
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1. pretences of their lawfulne(fe + fet- 
- ting foorth the danger and (xful. 
_ nelfe of this ele and unchriitian 


‘. ‘manhood. 


in . 


10 v Soar wanes 2 
4 proud challenge , and 
now ‘holde’ your {elie 
| bound vpon tearmes oft 
‘honour » to accept.it. Heare fir by 
‘the -anfwer of a friend, before you} 
giue an aufwer to your enenne ; re- 
celue the countell of loue ere you 
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enter thofe courfes of revenge : 
Thinke not you may reiect mee, 
becaufe my profeflion is Peace ; I 
{peake from bi im, whichis not only 
the Prince of Peace, but the God of 
Hofts ; of whom if you will not 
learne to manage your hand and 





your {word , I thall gricue to fee, | 


that courage ‘hath made you rebel- 
lious. Grant once that you are a 
Chriftian, and this victoryis mine ; 
{I ouercome , and you fight not: 
would God the furie a mens pafli- 


ons could beas ealily conquered, as [ 


their iudgements conuinced ; how 
manie thoufands had heats free 
from: blood ! This conceit of falfe 
fortitude hath coft wel-neere as ma- 
ny liues as lawfull warre, or, as opi- 
nion of herefie: Let mee-tell yo 


with confidence , that all duels or | _ 


fingle Combats ‘are murderous ; 


_._ blanche ] 
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-ourlife, the iniundtion of a Magi- 


with names of honour , and honeit 
pretences,; their vfeis fatal: » and 
their naturediuellifh. 

Let ys two, if you pleate,. (before 
hand)enter into thefe lifts of words. 
Let reafon (which is amore harme- 
lefle fight) confli@ with reafon: 


| Take Hot you will with youin- 


to this field ; of all: thie Philofo pher: Sy 
Ciuilians Candialts,: forDinines (I 
hope) you thal! finde none, and let} 
the right of this truth be:tried ypon 
2 ae ae aon: aa 

lonly premife this caution, (lett 
wee quarrell about the caufe of this 
quarrell) that neceffitie mutt be ex- 
cluded from thefe vnlawfull fights ; 
which euer alters their qualitie, and 
remoues their euill : The defenfe of 
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blanche them ouer (how you i 
a: 








{trate, are euer excepted : ‘ voluntar y 
combats 
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126  DECA D. IV. 
combats are onely queftioned ;. or 
whofe neceflitie wee doe not finde, 
butmake. There aré not many cau- 
fes that can draw vs foorthfingle 
into the field with colour of equity. 
Let the firft be the trial of fome hid- 

jden right ; whether of innocence 
vpona falfe accufation, of of title to 
inheritance , not determinable by | 
coutfeof lawes. A proceeding not 
tolerable among‘ Chriftians ; be- 
caufe itwants both warratitand cer- | * | 
_ |{tatnty. Where euer did God bid! | 
thee hazzard thy life for thy name ? 
| Where'did hee promifeto fecond 
thee 2? When thob art without thy: 
commandement, ‘without his pro- 
mife , thou art-without thy prote- 
ction. He takes chatge of thee, but 
when thou artin thy wates ; yea in 
his. Lfthis be Gods way, where did 
he chalkeitout 2-1 thou want his 
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word, | 





EPIST. IL 
word, looke not for his aid. - Mife- 
rable is that man, which in dange- 
rous actions, is leftto his owne kee- 
_ | ping ; yea how plainly doth the e- 
| uentfhew Gods diflike 2 How oft 
hath innocence: lien : bleeding in 
thefe combats, and guiltinefieinful- 
ted in the conqueft? Thofe very de- 
cretals (whom we oft cite not,often 
truit not) report the inequalitie of 
this iflue. Twomen are brought to 
‘the barre’, ‘one accufes the other of 


theft, without further evidence, ci-| | 


ther to cleere, or conuince : The 
{word is called for, both witnefle, 
and Iudge : They meet, and com- 
bat: The innocent party is flaine: 


The ftoll’n goods are found atterin} . 


other hands, and confefled. O the 
iniuftice of humane fentences'! O 
wretched eftate ofthe party mifcar- 
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ried ! His good nameis loft with} > 


his 





“DECAD. IV. _ 
his lite, which he would haueredee- 
med with his valour: hee both dies 
and fins, while hee {triues to feeme 
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fay heis guilty , becaufe he is dead, 








| warded withglory. 1am deceiued, 
| i in this cafe there were not three 
murderers; the Iudge, the aduer- 
7 — himfelfe. Let no man chal- 
| | : 6 
ofpetimpcon W him torreuenge 


that he vndertakes, he maintaines : 
who artthou, 6 vaineman, that da- 
re{t expect hima party ia thine own 

| braules > But there is-no other way 
loftriall : better nonethan this. In- 








to try whether is the better fencer : 
what ts the ftrength of skill of the 
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cleere of a finne.’ Theretore men} 


whe the others wickednefle is re- 7 


lenge God for neglect of innocence, | 


of prefumption.. What he inioynes, | 


nocencie or land is queitioned; and | 
now we fend two meninto the liits, | 


| champi- 


| EPIST. IL 
champians, to the tuiltice of the 
caufe ? Wherefore ferue our owne 
oathes, whereto witnefle ; records, 

- | Jotteries, and other purgations ? > Or 
- | why put we not men as well to-the 
olde Saxon, or Liuonian, Ordalian 
trials of hote yrons , or fealding li 
quors? Itis farre better fome truths 
fhould be vnknowen, than yvnlaw- 
fully-fearched. Another caufe fee- 
| mingly warrantable may be the-de- 
| termining of warre, prevention of 
| [eommon bloodthed § Two armi¢s 
“are ready to ioyne battell , ‘the field 
‘is fureto be bloody on both fides +} 
either part chufes a cham} pian; they 
two fight forall :thelife of one fhalk 
paalome a thoufand. Our Philofo-| 
phers, our Lawyers fhout for ap-j 
plaufe of this Monomachy;as away 
neere, eafie, fafe : I dare not: Either} 
the warre fs iuft, sor vntuft ¢ if vntuft, 
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DECAD. IV. 
the hazzard of oneis too much; if 
iuft, too little, The caufe of aiutt 
warre mutt be, befides true, impor- 
tant; the title common, wherin ftil 
{a whole ftateis intereffed ; therefore 
_|may not, without rafhnefle and 
4tentation of God, be caft vpon two 
hands. The holy {tory neuer re- 
cords any, but a barbarous Phili-. 
{tine, to make this offer, and thatin 
|the prefumption of his vnmatch- 
\ablenefle. Profane monuments re- 
| port many., &fome on this ground. 
wifely retected, Tullus challenged 
| Albanus , that the right of the two| ’ 
hofts might be decided by the two 
captaines ; hee returned a graue re- 
| plie (which I neuer read noted of]. 
| cowardile) That this {ute of honor 
ttood not in them two , butin the 

two cities of Ab4and Rome. 
__All caufes of publike right are 
| Gods: 
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Gods caufe , then may we looke for 
his. In vaine we hope for fuccefle, 
if we do not our vemoft ; wherefore 
either warre muft bee faa ne 
‘without {words,or with many : why 
{hould all the heads of the Com» 
» {mon-wealth itand vpon the necke 
| and fhoulders of one Champian? 
_ {Ifthe mifcary, itis iniury to lofeher; 
if he preuaile, yet itis iniury to hae 
zard her : yet refpecting the parties [ 
themfelues, I'can not but grant it} 
neereft to equitie, and the beft of 
combats , that fome blood fhould. 
| bee Saeed. that more may bee 
out of ee) 1 defcend to your 
cafe, whichis yet further from like- 
i J lthood of approote ; for wkat can 
you plead but your credit ? others 
opinion ? You fight, not fo much 
againft anothers lite, as your owne 
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ee you are wronged , » aud 
now if you challenge not; or you 
are challenged , and: if you accept 
not, the world condemnes you for 
a seuaci ; who would not rather 
hazzard his li‘e,than blemith his re- 
utation ? It were well, ii this refo- 
om were as wife asgallant. If I 
ipeake toa Chriitian, this courage 
mult be rectified. Tell mee, what 
world is this, whofe cenfure you 
feare? Is itnot that, which God hath 
branded long agoe with Pofitus in 
mal:eno ? Isit not “that which hath e- 
uer mifconitrned, difcouraged, dif- 
eraced,perfectited goodnetle 2 2. That 
which reproched,condemned your 
Sauiour ?. What do you vnder thefe 
colours , af you regard the fauour ot | 
that, whofe amitie 1s. enmitie with 
God > What care you for the.cen- 
fure ofhim,; whom you fhould both 


{corne 
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f{corne and vanaquifh ? Did euer wife 
Chriftians, did ever your Matter al- 
low either this manhood, or this 
feare 2? Was there ever any thing 
more {trictly, more tearetully ae 
bidden of him, than reuengein the 
challenge ; than in the anfwer, pay- 
ment ot euill ; and murder in both?’ 
Icis pity, chee ever the water of bap- 
tifme was fpilt vpon his face, that 
cares more to difcontent the world, 
than to wrong God: Hevayth, Ven- 
geance is mine: aud you fealsitivon 
him in a glorious theft, bazzarding 
your ioiile more than your bodice 
You are weary of your felfe , while 
vou thruft one part vpon the {word 
of an enemie, the oe on Gods. 
Yet , perhaps I haue yeelded too 
much. Let go Chriitians ; -The wi- 

fer world of men -(and who els are 
worth refpect? ) will not t paile this 


(ene Gey 


K 3 ae odious 


7 19 





eedbea ERA OE, 


os 
ee a 0 ee ogee ean 














Ee 


‘DEC AD. IV. 








odious verdict vpon your retufall: 


valiant men haue reiected challen- 
ges , with their honours vntainted. 
Augustus, when hee receiueda def- 
ance , and braue appointment of 
combat from 4ntony, could anfwer 
him , Thatif Antony were wearie of 
liuing , there were wayes enow be- 
fides to death. And that Scythian 
King returned no other replie to 
Tobn the Emperour of (onftuntinople. 
And Metellus challenged by Sertori- 
us, durft anfwer {corntully, with his 
penne, not with his {word ; Thatit 
was not for a Captaine to die a foul- 
diers death. Was itnotdifhonour- 


able for thefe wife and noble Hea- 


thens to turne off thefe defperate 
offers ? What law hath hee 8 it fo 
with vs ? Shall I ferioufly tell you? 
Nothing; but the meere opinion of 
fome humorous gallants, that haue 


more 





EPIST. II. | 
more heart than braine; confirm’d 
by a more idle cultome : Worthie 
grounds, wheronto {pend both life 
and foule; wheronto neglec& God, 
himfelfe, pofteritie. Gonow &take| 
vp that{word, of whofe fharpnefle 
you haue boafted, and haften tothe 
_| field; whether you die or kill, you 
haue murdered. If you {uruiue,you 


aré haunted with the confcience of 
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‘blood; if you die,with the torments; 
and ifneither of thefe, yetitis mur- 
der,that you would haue killed. See 
whether the fame of a braue fight 
can yeeld you a counteruailable re- 
drefle of thefe mifchiefs : how much 
more happily valiant had it been to 
matter your felte, to feare fin more 
than fhame, to contemn the world, 
to pardon a wrong, to preferre true 
Chriftianitie, betore idle manhood, 
to liue and do well! 
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Ep III. Diftouf of the pleafure of fue 
die ana contemplation, wish the 
varieties of Scholar-like implot- | 

ments , not without incitation of 
others thereunto; andacen{ure of 
their neglect, 


To Me Mat, Milward, 


| Can wonder at. nothing |. 
s£e more; than how a man{ 
340] can beidle; bur. of allo- 
We SE ses, a Shaler ; in fo 
many irapredienints of ee , in 
fuch {weetneffe of knowledge, in 
fuch varietie of ftudies , in fuchim- 
portunitie of thoughts, Other Ar-| 
tizans do but praaife, we ftill learn ; 


‘others 











: . 








138 





nn ee 
SR RY TT a A LE PE EST EN I NTE NTT AAS ESAT NUTS 


DE CAD.: IV. 
others run ftill in the fame gyre, to 
wearinefle, to fatietiec, our choice is 
infinite : other labours require re- 
creations , our very labour recreats 
our {ports : we can neuer want, ei- 
ther fonewhat to do, or fomewhat 
that we would do. How number- 
lefle are thofe volumes which men 
haue written , of arts, of tongues! 


How endlefleis that yolume which |' 


Gop hath written of the world! 
wherein euery creature is a letter, 
euery day a new page : who can be 
weary of either of thefe ? To finde 
wit in Poetrie , in Philofophie pro- 
foundneffe, in Mathematikes acute- 
nefle, in Hiftorie wonder of euents, 
in Oratorie {weet eloquence, in Di- 
uinitie {upernaturall light and holy 
deuotion; as fo many rich mettals 
in their proper mines,whom would 
it notrauith with delight ? After all 


a ae  thefe, 








EPIST. III 
thefe, let vs but open our eyes, wee 
cannotlookebefide a leffon, in this 
vniuerfall Bo oxe of our Maker, 
worth our ftudie, worth taking out. 
What creature hath not his mira- 
cle ? what euent doth not challenge 
his obferuation 2? And if wearie of 
forraine irnploiment we liltto looke 
home into our felues, there we find 
amore priuate world of thoughts, 
which fet ys on worke anew, more 
| bufily,notlefle profitable ; now, our 
filence is vocall,our folitarineffe po- 
pular, and wee are {hut vp , to doe 
good vnto many. And if once wee 
be cloyed with our owne compa- 
ny the doore of conferenceis open ; 
heere interchange of difcourfe (be- 
fides pleafure) benefits vs : and he1s 
a weake companion , from whom 
wereturne not wifer. I could enuy, 
it I could beleeue , that Anachoret, 


who 
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DECAD. IV. 
who fecluded from the world , and | 
pent vp in ‘his voluntarie prifon- } 
walles, denied that he thought the 
day long,whiles yet he wanted lear- 
| ning to varie his thoughts. Notto 

be cloyed with the fame conceit, is | 
difficult aboue humane ftrength ; 
| but to a man fo furnifhed with all 
forts of knowledge, that according 
to his difpofitions hecan change his 


140 











ftudies, 1fhould wonder, that euer 
the Sun fhould feeme to pace flow- 
ly. How many bulie tongues chafe 
away good houres in pleafant chat, 
and complain of the hafte of night! 
What ingenuous mindecan be foo-~ 
ner wearte of talking with learned 
Authours, the moft harmleffe, and 
fweetett of companions ? What an 
heauen liues a Scholarin, that at 
once in one clofe roome can dayly 
conuerfe with all the glorious Mar- 
: | | tyrs | 
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tyrsand Fathers? That can fingle 
out, at pleafure, either fententious 
Tertull'an , or graue Cyprian, or refo- 
lute Hierome, or flowing (hryfoftome, 
or diuine Anbrofe , or deuout. Ber 
nard, or (who aloneis all thefe) hea- 
uenly Augu/line, and talk withthem, 
and heare their wife and holy coun- 
fels, verdicts, refolutions : yea, (to 
rife higher) with courtly Ffay, with 
| Jearned Panl , withall their fellow- 
Prophets, Apoitles : yet more, like 
another Mefes, with God himfelfe, | 
inthemboth ? Letthe world con- 
temnevs; while we haue thefe de- 
lights, wee. cannot enuy them: wee 
capnotwith our felues other than 
we ard. Befides, the way to al other 
contentments is.troublefome ; the 
only recompence ts In the end. To 
deluein the mines, to fcorch in the 
fire for the getting, for the fining of 
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gold, isa flauith toile ; thecomfort. 


isin the wedge ; to the owner, not 
the laborers ; i eae our very fearch 
of knowledge is delightfome. Stu- 
dy itfelfe, is our nae > from which 
wee would not bee baveed: for a 
World. How much {weeter then is 
the fruit offtudy , theco nfcience of 
knowledge ? Incomparifon where- 
of, the foule that hath once tafted 
it , eafily contemnes all humane 
comforts. Goe now ye worldlings, 
and infult ouer our paleneile , our 


needinefle, our neglect. Yee could | 
not bee foiocund , if you were not | 


ignorant:f you did not want know- 
ledge, you could not ouer-looke 
him thathathit : For mee, Lam fo 


far from emulating you, that I pro-|_ 


fefler, Ihadas lewe be a brute beaft, 
as an ignorant rich man. How is it 


{then ; that thofe sik ti which 


_haue 





EPIST. Il 
haue priuilege of blood and birth, 


fully turne off thefe moft manlie,| 


reafonable, noble exercifes of {cho- 
larfhip?.An hauke becoms their fitt 
better than a booke: No dogge but 
is a better companion : Anything, 
or nothing, rather than what wee 
ought. O mindes brutifhly fenfu- 
all ! Doethey thinke that G 0 p 
made them for difport ? who euen 
Jin his Paradife, would not allow 
pleafure, without worke. And if 
for bufinefle ; either of body, or 
|minde : Thofe.of the bodie are 
commonly feruile, like it felfe. The 
minde therefore, the mindeonely, 
that honourable and diuine part is 
fitteft to beimploied ofthofe which 
would reach to the higheft perfe- 
tion of men, and would bee more 
than the moft. And what worke is 


there 


| and better education, doe fo {corn- 














4a |... DECAD. IV. - 
~~ {there ot the minde but the trade of 
ta {cholar-, itudte ? Let mee there- 
fore fatten this probleme on our 
Schoole-gates , and challenge all 
| conimers in the defenfe of it ; that, 
No Scholar can not be truly noble. 
And ifI make it not good , iet mee 
neuer bee admitted turther than to 
the fubie@ of our queition. Thus 
we doe well to congratulate to our 
felues, our owne happinefle ; if o- 
thers will come to vs; it {hall be our 
comfort, but more theirs ;if net, it 
4° is enough that wee;,can.10y in. 
. ourfeluesy.andin’hiny: 
on whom wee 
soc). arethar we cio 
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-. yie 3 of the Oath of allegeance; and. 


the iuft fufferings of thofe wicl 
_ hané refi ufedit. 







Yay dayly winneth: Bragge 






neither need, nor can,if 


your conlider how it gets, & whom | 


How, but by cunning o fleights; f falfe 


Ou fay 5 your silision | 


LAV 
| notof your gaine : you 
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fugaeltions. : impudent vntrueths?| 


Who can not thus preuaile againtt 


a quiet and intiotent iduerlarie 3 >| 


Whom, but fillie women; or men 


notor notorioufly debauched 2. A A _{poile 











fit for {uch a conqueft, for fuch Vi- 
ours, Wee are the fewer , notthe|. 
worfe : if all our licencious bypo- 
érites were yours , wee fhould not 
complaine; and you might be the 

prouder, notthe better. Glory you 
in this triumph , free from our en- 

vie, who know wee haue loft none, 

but (by whom you faue nothing) 

either loofe or fimple. It were pitie 

that you fhould not forgoe fome in 
'a better exchange. The fea neuer 
incrocheth vpon our fhore, but it 

lofeth elfwhere : fome we haue hap- 

pily fetch’t into the folde of our 

Church ; out of your wattes ; fome 

others (tho few, and {carfeanum- 

ber) we haue fent mto their heauen. 

Amongft thefe, your late fecond 

Gone iud to proclame himfelfe a 
Martyr ; and by dying, perfwaded. 

pa man, how happy were he, if 
. | he 


outGaietien pa 
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EPIST. Iii. 
| in might be his owne eludge. That That) 
which gaue him confidence, would 
dite him glory : : you beleeue, and| 
well-neere adore him. ‘That facall | 





cord of his ; was too little for re~ ‘Ht 


liques , tho diuided into Mathema=} 
ticke quahtites « Whithér can not]. 

conceit lead'vs 3 whethérfor his re- 
{olution : or ‘your credulitie >? His 
death was'feareleffe #’P dgrmend | 
his:ftomach , not his: minde.' How | 
many sicihake Mioces haué: we'knowen ) 
‘that haue laughed’ vpoh ‘their exe- | 
cutioner , andi iefted away their laft 

-winde > You might know. Iris not} 
long fince our Norfotke Arriantexp’ t| 
at his ftake. How oft haue vou lear-| 
ned in mattyrdome ‘to regard not| 
the death bur the caufe ? Els, theré| 
‘Chould be no difference in cuilt and 
innocence, errorand truth. What 


then ? Died he for Religion ? This 
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If treafon bqyour religion, who will | 
wonder that itis capitall? Defiethat | 
ll which hath mack’ tyou with 


‘ this mad opinion , that treacherie is | 
holineffe, deuotion cruelty and dif- | 
obedience... l forefee your euafion : |: 
‘Alas; iviseafie for a {pightfull con-| 


{tru@ion to fetch Religion within | 
this compaffe ; and ‘to fay the fwel- 


| ling of the Foxes foreheadis ahorn. 


Nay then ,. let vs fetch fome honett 
Heathen to be Iudge betwixt vs: 
Meere nature in hin: {hal hal {peake vi- 


| ~ partially 
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partially ot both. To hold and per-| | 
fwade , that a ChriftianKing may;; 

| yea muft-arthe Popes: will be de-} 
throned , and’ murdered’; ‘1s 1¢ the] 
‘voice of treafon, or religidn? Andit} 
traitorous,whether flatly or by mif-| 
inferring > Befides his practifes, for 
this hee died; witnefle your owne 
Catholikes. O God, if this be reli- 
gion, what can be villanie !’ Who e- 
| uer died amalefador, 1f thisbemar-f 
tyrdome? If this pofition be meri- 
torious of heaven, hellis feared in 
vaine. O holy Sille; Mary, Catiines, | 








(ades, Lovezes, Gowsries, Vawxes, and | 
who ¢uer have confpired againit 
lawfull Maiefty ! all martyrs of Rome, 
all Saints of Beckets heatien. How 
well doe thife palmes of celeftiall; 
| triumph become hands; tedde with | 
the facred blood of Gods anoihted + 
Tam afhamed to thinke, that hu-}. 
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sof DECAD. IV. 
IT anitie fliould nourifh fuch mon- 
‘fters, whether of men, or opinions. 

But you defie this fauage tactiouf- 

Inefle, this deuotion of diuels; and 
honeftly with both Gop and Cefar 

| this own. I praife: your moderation: 
bar if yoube true, letmeyet fearch 
you: Cana manbe a perfec Papilt, 
without this opinion againftit 2 It 
he may, tl then your Garnet and Drurie 
died not for religion: if he may not, 
then Poperie i is treafon. Chufe naw 
whether, you will leaue your mar- 
tyrs, OF your. religion. What you 
holde of merit ; free. will, tranfub- 
ftantiation , inuocation of faints ,| 
falfe adoration, fupremacy of ‘Rome, 
no man preéffes , no man inquires: 
your prefent inquifition, your f for- 
mer examples would teach vs ; mer- 
cie will notlet vs learne. The only. 
quettion is, Whether ¢ our. King may. 
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liue, andrule; whether you may re- 


fraine from his blood , and not fin: 
Would you haue a man denie this, 
and not die ? Would you haue a 
man thus dying honoured ? Dare. 
you approue that religion , which 
defends the fact, canonizes the per- 
fons ? | heare your anfwer , from 
that your great Champian , which. 
not many dayes fince , with one. 











bedience is ftood vpon, butPofitiue. 
doGrine ; That you are readie to 
{weare for the Kings fafetie , not a- 
gainft the Popes authoritie ; Amg 
1awes.mutt liue and reigne, but 
Paulus Quintus nut rule and.be o-: 
beyed ; and begter were it for you fo 
die ,-thaa your. {worne allegeance 
fhould preiudice the See Apotto- 
Jike.- An elufion fit for ‘children. | 
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iment of aGa. 


| blow hath driuen out three { not: 
| fleight) wedges : That not Ciuillo- 


What! 
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The indge. 
tholike Eng- 


lith man ba. 
nifhed , &c. 
concerning 
the Apologie 
of the oath of 
Allegeance, 
intitled Tri- 
plici wodo esc. 
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7s Whiatis toda is to dally, if not this 2 2 Asif! 
hee fayd, The King (hall liue-, vn- 
lefle the Pope will not; That he {hal 
not be difcfowned , depofed , maf- 
facred by your ee volefle your 
holy Father fhould hisaiaieial: But 
(Laske, as who fliould not?) Whiat 
if he doe comniand 2 What if your 
| Sanlus 5™ fhall breath aut (liké his 
predeceflours) not threatnings but 
|itrong bellowings of exconinitini~ 
cations, of depotition of Gods an- 
ies > Whatif he fhall cominand 
(atter that French fathion) the 
be of all Heretikes to bleed-in-a 
night? Pardon yout in this: ‘Now iL 
| lis growen d poink of ' dodrinall ‘Die 
jurntes to determine how farre the 
| power of Peters fuccéftour may ex- 
tend ; You niay pbithexfweate; for 
fay your hands: fall not ‘he: fkeep’ t 
fan the Blood | oftyour, traé-Séue~ 


SEES Raina 
ne 





—~, . 


| 


+ : : . 


|vs Rappie, and hath lift vs ‘aboue 


“BPIST. IV. 
reigne ; and to die ratlrer than 
{weare it, is martyrdame. But,what 
it heayen tall, fay you? His holt- 
nelie-(as you hope) will take none 
fiich courfes: VVoe were vs’; if our 
fatetie depended vpon your hopes, 
or his mercies: Bleffed be rhatGod, 
which malyre hath made: and kept 


our ‘exemies. But what hope 1 is 


there, that hee who chargeth fub- 


iets 1rot to {weare illegeance , will f 


neuer difcharge’ them from allege- 
ance ; that thafe who clamoroufly 
and (hamelefly complaine to the 
world of our cruelue, will forbeare 
to follicit others crueltie to vs? your 
hopes to you , to vs our fecurities. 
Is this the religion ye father vpoh 
mitiae age 2 O blefied Irency, Clemens, 
—— font Baft!, ole oftome, Augustine, 


lerome, 








DECAD. IV. 
Terome, and thou the feuerelt exactor 
fof iuft cenfures, holy Ambrofe ! how 
would you haue {pit at fuch a rebel- 
lious affertion ! What {peake I of 
Fathers ? whofe verie- mention in 
fuch a caufe were iniury, were imp!- 
ety. Which of thofe curfed herefies 
of ancient times (for to them I hold 
it fitter to appeale) haue euer beene | 
{o defperatly fhameleffe,asto breed, 
to maintaine a conceit fo palpably 
vanaturall ; ynleffe perhaps , thofe 
olde Antitafle may vpon generall 
tearmes be compelled to patronize, 
it, while they held ir piety to breake 
the lawes of their Maker ? For you, 
if you profeffe not to loue willing. 
errors, by this fufpect, and iudge 
the reft: you fee this defended with 
equall refolution, and with no lefie 
' cheerefull expenfe of blood. Inthe 
body, where you fee one monftrous 
| _deformitie, | 
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 deformiitie, you can not affe@, if} 

you can aa fo in your religion, yet 

how dare you ? fince the greater 
y S 


half of ititands on no other ground. 


Only God make you wife, and ho- =| 














neft, you fhall fhake handes with 

this ation of Poperie; and [ with 

you, to giue you a cheerfull wel- 
come into the bofome 


of the Church, 
rae, 
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lB Vi difeourfé of the great cherge of'| 
«phe wminifteriallfanition 5 together.| 
o> -apith particular directions for due} 
_._ preparation thereunto , and ¢arrs- 
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age therein } 
re ae T isa great and holy 
neei(S a that you haue entertai-| 
BOOZ AN ned, ‘of feruing Godin 
his Church : For what higher , or 
more worthy imploiment can there 
be, than to doe thefe diuine dyties, 
to fuch a matter, and fuch a mo-} 
ther? wherein yet I {hould little re- 


. soe. 
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| of yoong heads , when they are in 
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inice, ifany necefliuehad cait you 
vpon this refuge: forl hate &grieue 
tothinke chat any defperate minde 
fhould make divinity but.a fhift; 


and difhonour this miftrefle by be- | 
ing forfaken af the world. This | 
hath been the drift of your educati- } 


on: to this you were borne,and de- 
dicated in a direct courfe:. Ido wil- 


ingly encourage you,but not with- | 
out many cautions. Enter riot into } 


fo great a feruice, without much 


forefight: when your hand ts atthe | 


Bethinke your felte serioufly of the]. 


Bee tco late to looke backe. 


weight of this charge : and let your 
holy defire bee allaid with fome 
trembling, Itis a foolifh tafhnefle 





Gods chaire , to wonder how they 
came thither, and to forget the aw- 
fulneffe of that place, intheconf- 


7 | - dence | 
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dence of their own ftrength; which 
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is ewer fo much leile, as itis more e-| 


{teemed. 1 commend not the wai- 
ward éxcufes of Mofes, nor the per- 
emptory vnwillingnefle of Ammoni- 
us, and Frier Thomas, who maimed 
themfelues, that they mightbe wil- 
fully vncapable. Betwixtboth thefe 


thereis an humble modeftie, and. 


_ | religious tearfulneffe, eafily to bee 

| noted in thofe , whom the Church 
honours with the name of her Fa- 
thers,worthy your imitation: wher- 
inyetyou fhall need no precedents, 
if you well confider what worth of 
parts , what itrictnefle of carriage, 
what weight of offices,God expes 
in this vocation. Know firit, chat 
in this place there will be more ho- 
lineffe required of you, than in the 
ordinarte {tation of a Chrifttan : for 
whereas before you were. but as a 
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common line, now God fets you 


fora copy of fandification vnto o- 
thers, wherein euery faulcis both 
Inotable, and dangerous. Heere i is 
tlooked for a fettled acquaintance 
with God, and experience botli of 
the proceedings ot grace,and of the 
offers and repultes of tentations ; 
which in vaine we efhall ho pe to ma- 
nage inotker hearts, itwe haue not 
found i inourowne. To {peake by 
aime, or Tote y of _teépentance. ». of 
contrition, of the deg ees of rege- 
neration, and faith, is both harth, 

and feldome when, not vopiefita- 
ble. We truit thofe. Phyfitians beit, 

which haue tried the vertue of their 
drugs,efteeming nat afthofe which | 


haue only borrowed of their books, 


Heere wilbe expected a free and ab« 


folute gouernment of affections; 
{that you can fo {tere your own vef- 








|| fell,.as notta be waptported with] 
| furie, : with { elfe-loué.; ‘with Imm ar | 
deration of pleafures, of cates,ofde=| 
fires, withexcefle of paflions ; invall | 
‘which, {9 mutt ¥.0u; demeage your 
felfe,as one that thinkshe isno man 7 
of the world, but of God; as one’ 
‘too good (by his: doublecalling) for} 
‘that, which is either the felicittes.or | 
impotencie of beatts:, Here mult-be': 
contiduall. and inward exercife:of|° 
mortification, and: feuere Chriftia-|. 
niti¢, whereby. the heagt.is heldin| 
due awe, and thewweake flames, of : 
| | the {pirit guickéned , the afhes-of| 
| | our dulnefie blawen off ; a praétife}. 
neceflary: in him, whofe deuotion| 
muit fet many hearts-on firé : Here 
muft be wifdome, and inoffenfines | 
nefle of carriage, as of one that goss 
ever vader monitours , and that! 
knowes other mens indifferencies 
Mare 
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DECAD. IV. 
are his euils. No man had fuch need 
to Reepea ftri& meane. Setting a- 
fide contempt, euen in obferuation, 
behold, we are madea gazing ftock 
to the . to-Angel§ , to men. 
The.very faile of your ettate muit 
be moderated ; which. ific beare too 
hie (asfeldtorine) itincurres the cen-| 
fure of profufion:and. Epicurifme.; 
if too low , of a bafe and vnbefeém- 
ing earthlinefle ; your hand may 
not betoo clofe fe others need, nor 
too open for your owne ; your con- 
‘uerfation may not be rough and ful- 
len, nor over familiar and fawning ; 
whereof the.one ‘breeds a.conceit: of 
pride, and ftrangenefle ; the other, 
rats te ‘not loofely merry 4 ; not 

nically wnfociable; not conten- 
tious in {mall iniuries ; in great, not 
hurtfully patient to << Church : 
: hed attire (ior whither do not cen- 


fures 4 
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fures reach?) not youthtully wan-| 
ton, nét, in thefe yeeres, aftectedly : 
aricient , but graue and comely, like| 

the minde, like the behauidr of the 

wearer ; your gefture like your ha- 
it, neither fauoring of giddy light-. 
nes, nor ouerly infolénce; nor wan 
tonrieffe, nor’ dull neclea& of your 

| felfé;but fuch, as niay befeeme a} 

shottified minde, full of worthy {pi- 

tits : your {peech like your gefture, 

not fcurrilous, not detracting 5 Not: 
idle, riot boafting, not rottén, ‘not: 
peremptorie ; but honeft,: milde ,|you,o. 
fruitfull , fauory ; anddfuch as may ajar 
both argue and worke grace : yout |BeChurchs 


nottorunne 


deliberations mature, your refolu-|ourinto fin- 
{gular parado. 


tions well grounded; your deuices |xes. And if 
fage and holy. * Neither willit ferue |70) ime wit 


CREE ES OR 


* Wherein © 
lerme aduife 
you,to walke 





any time with 

: , | | priuate con- 
ceits, that eeme more probable, fafpedt them and your felte; and if they 

can win you to affent, yet fmother them in your breft, and doe not dare 

co vent them out, either by yout hand. or tongue to trouble the com- 

‘| mon peace, Icisa miferable praife, to be a witty difturber, _ 
it i Rabe 
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you to be thus good alones butit 


God fhall giue you the honaur, of 
this eftate, the world will looke you 
{hould be the graue guide of a well- 
ordered farnilie : for this is proper 
tovs, that the vices of our charge 


{reflect vpon vs ; the finnes of others | 
{are our.reptoch. If another mans 


children mif-carry, rhe paraytis pi- 
tied ; if a Mynifters, ‘cenfured; yea, 
not our: feruant is’ faultie without 


{our blemi(h.:-In all thefe occafions 
-|(a-muferie incident to vs alone) our 


_ {griefe 1s our fhame.. ‘To defcend 


peerer vnto the facred affaires of this |. 


— Pheguenly trade ; ina Minifter, Gads 


_| Church ts accounted both his houfe 
to dwellin, and his field to worke 
oe in; wherein (vpon the venalticofa| 


curfe) he faithtully, wifely, diligent- 


> Tly , deuoutly deales with God for 





his people, with his people for and 





frona 
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from God.: Whether ‘hee inftrud, | 
he muit doe it with euidence of the! © 
fpirit; or whether he reproue, with] 
courage and zeale ;. or whether hee 

| exhort, with meeknefle, & yet with} 
power; or whether he contute,with{ 

demonttration of trueth, not with 
tage and perfonall malicioufnefle, 
not with a wilfull heat of contradi- 
Gion; or whether hee admonith,} 
. | with long fuftering,and loue, with-|' 
| | Outpreindice, and partialitie : ina 
word, all thefe he fo doth,as he that}, 
defires nothing but te honor Ged;! 
and faue men. His-wifdome mutft 
difcerne betwixt. his. theepe . and] 
wolues ; inhis fheepe , betwixt | 





| 






holefome. and vnfound ; in the vn- 

found, betwixt the weake and tain-; 
ted; inthe tainted, betwixtthe na-|. 
tures, qualities, degrees of thedif- 
eafe, and infeGtion; and toall thefe 
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DECAD. IV. 
he mutt know.to admini{ter aword 
in feafon. -Hee hath Antidotes for 
allrentations,counfels toral doubts, 
evictions for all errours , for all lan- 


= No.oc- |. 
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cafion from any altered eftate of the 
foule may finde. him vnfurnifhed : 
He mutt afcend to Gods Altar with 
much awe, with fincere and cheere- 
full deuotion; fo taking, celebra- 
ting , diftributing his Sauiour , as 
thinking himfelte at table in heauen 
with the bleffed Angels. In the 
nicane time ,.as Nee wants not a 
thankefull regard to. the Mafter of | 
the feaft, fo: not care of the guetts. 
‘The greatnefle of an offender may 
‘not make him facrilegioufly parti- 
all, nor the obfcuritie negligent. I 
haue fayd little of any: of our du- 
tics; and of fome, nothing : yet 
enough, I thinke , to make you (if 

an . not 


nate narnysie emqewmpnesmnan — : : 
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EPIST. V._ 
not timorous ) carefull. Neither 


your felte from this calling , but to’ 
prepare your felfe for it. Thefe' 


would I haue youhereupon to hide: | 


times call for them that are faith-! . 


full ; And if they may {pare: fome: 


learning ; confcience they can not. 
Goe on happily : it argues a minde. 
Chriftianly noble, to be incou- 
raged withthe need ofhis 
labors, with the dif- 
ficulties, 
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| Er. VIL ‘Aa diftourfe of ef and 
| Estab ofatrue Faith; ~*~: 


oe ieee TE Ade gee Gee ig te, 
TEN | Hete is no sanifertte ina 

a Beal (ecretfelicitie.: To: bee 
happy, : and ‘Hot : 






Aires od it,is little aboue tnifera- 
ble. Sach i is your { ftate: : only! héerein 
better than the common cafe of the 
moft'; thatthe well of life fies Open 
beforeyou ‘; but your eyes (ike A: 
Lars} atenot open to fee it's’ whiles 
= hau neitherwater, noreyes.|{ 


We 
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_DECAD.« Iv. | 
We doe not much more want that 
which we haue not,than that which 
we doe not know we haue. Letme 
fe you fome of that fpirituall eye-. 
falue which the fpirit-commends to 
his Laodiceans;thatyou may cléer- 
ly fee how well you are. There. is 
nothing but thofe f{cales betwixt 
you.and happinefle. Thinke not: 
much that I efpie in you what your 
felfe fees not. Too much neere-: 
nefle oft-times hindreth fight : and 
{if for the {pots ofoyr owne faces we 
truft others cies, why not for our 
perfections ? You are in heauen,and 
know it not : Hee that beleeues; is 
already pafied from death to life : 
| You beleeue, whiles you complaine 
of vnbeleefe. If you complained 
not, I {hould mif-doubt you more, 
than you doe your felfe, becaufe 
you complaine. Secure andinfolent 


































_ prefum- 










| - EPIST. VI... 
prefumption hath killed many,that 
‘breathes nothing but confidence, 
and fafety ; & abandons aldoubts,| 
and condemnes them. That man 
neuer beleeued, that neuer doubt- 
ed. Fhis liquor of faith is neuer 
pure in thefeveflels of clay, without 
thefelees of diftruft. What then? 


17L 





a he 


of mifery. Thofe doubts arebutto 
make way foraflurance; asthe oft-| 
fhaking of the tree, faitens it more 
at the root. You are fure of Gad; 
but you are afraid of your felfe. The 
doubt is not in his promife ; but 
your application. Looke into your 
owne heart. How. know you that 
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DECAD. IV” 
you knowany thing , that you be- 
leeue, that you will, that you ap- 











N 





a man, like your felfe, sporned ae 
ought,you knew whether you truft 


him,whether you rely your felfe on- |. 


his fidelitie. ‘Why can you: not 


know it'in him thatis God & man ?. | 
| Thedifferenceis not in the act, but |. 
thé‘obied. But-if thefe habits (be- |} 
icaufe of theirinward and: ambigu- | 
ous nature) feeme hardto bee de- 
{cried ; turn your cies to thofe open} 
| 
| 


markes that cannot: beguile:you 3 


How many hate bragged of their 
faith , when‘they haue embraced } 
nothing but avaine cloud of pre~) 
fumption ? Every man repeats his.) 
Creed ; few fealeit, few prattife it. | 


| eee ee eee 


Take two’ ‘boughs in the dead of 
winter; howlike is one wood to'a- 
: nother’ ?” how hardly difcerned ? 


ageneers , SAE epee Oe nen We ee 
| are = _ ; a . After- 





m ©. ow 
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proue, that you affect any thing ? If |} 





than your preiudiced felfe) that.in 


lie to, the Throne of Heauen.,: and, 
freeli¢ -powre. out your. enlarged: 
heart-to your ;God._, and craue:of 
him, whether to receiue whatyou 
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EPISH- Vie 
Alterwatds , By their fruit yon {hall 


.| keow them. ‘That faith, whofe nature 


was obfcure, is eujdent in his effects, 


‘What.is faith , butthe hand. of the 


foule.2.WWhat.is the.-duti¢e. of the 


hand, but eitherto hold, orworke? 
This. hand then holds.Chriit,warks 


obedience and holineffe: and. it ehis 
act ot Appreherifion-be as fecrer 5.98 
the caufe; fince the clafed hand hi- 


deth. fill what it holdeth ;.{e¢, the 


hand of faith open; fee what it wor- 


kéth ‘5 and -compare it with. your 
owne proofe. Deny if youcan (yet 


I had rather appeale to any lg, | 


all your needes, you can ftep bold-: 








want, or that youmay want; what 





ie you 


74 | = =DECA D._ IV. 
you haue, and would not ? Be affu- 
red from God ; this can be done by 
no ‘power , but:(that you feare to 
mifle) of faith.’ God,as he is not, fo 
he isnotcalled afather without this. 
11 vaine doth he pray, that can not 
call God father: No‘father, witheut 
the {pirit. of adoption: ; no fpirit, 
without faith ::svithout this , you 
may babble, you can not pray. AC]. 
fume you that you can pray, I dare 
conclude vpon may foule, Youbeleene. | 
As little as you Toue your felfe , de- 
nieif youcan, that you loue’God. 
Say that your Saviour from heauen 
\fhould .aske you Peters queftion, 
{could your foule returneany other 
_ { anfwer , than. Lord; thou knowe/? lone 
| thee? Why are you els in fuch awe to 
| offend, that a world’ can notbribe 
_ lyouto fin? Why in fuch deepgriefe 
{when you haue finned , ‘that no 
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.EBEPLST.: VL: | 
mirth can refrefh you? Why.in fuch 
feruent-defire.of tmioying his pre- 
fence? why infuch agony when you 
inioy it-aot? neither doth God loue 
you,neither can youloueGod with- 
out faiths: Yetmbre, Doe you wil: 
lingly nourifh any-one.fin in your) 
brett; do you notrepent of all? Do} 
you not hate all, tho-yeu car not 
Jeaue-all; doe yokenot-comphaino| - 
that-you hate them no more ? Doe 
you not ,-as for life, wifh for holi- 
neffe ,.and indeuour it ?: Nething 
but faith can thus clenfe the heart; 
that likea good huf-wife fweepsalls. 
the foule corners of thefoule’, and 
will not: leawe.fo: much as one web 
jin this roomie houfe. Truft to it,| 

oucan not hate finne for it owne} 
fake, and forfake it for Gods fake, 
without faith : the faithlefle hath 


had fome remorfe and feares, neuer | - 
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repantance., Latiby » Doe ‘YOU. NOC: 
loue a:good «manitor gobdnefie, 
and, delighe tn: Gods ;faints 2 Doth 
novyburloue leade you to compaf- 
fionys your sompatiion: to:rslicte?| 
‘Aivheart truly faidifid) ¢an not but 










\have an hand: Cheittrinly dbountis 


full ¢(ichanitieysed-Faidy abake vp 
one perfect patie efcompaltes; that | 
catutakethetrneslatnude. ail a: Ghrix |’ 
ftiati heartsz: Eaithets ithe one toot,; 

20H tctin ithe center wnmeueablie, | 
whilee Chiasirte walks ‘about, itt .a} 
| perfect circle ofi benchicencds:thete| 
twoqset did;-nedercan goe:alin- | 
der. Wantant; you -yauc doue , T} 
dare -warran.:your Faith..:: What | 
need I fay fiore? ‘This heatof your. 
afteGions’, and this-light of your | 
works; will euince’ agataft. all the 
gates of hell, that.you hatie the fire 
of Faith slet your foule then warme | 
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it felfe with thefe {weet.and cordiall | 
flames , againit all thofe colde de-; 
{paires , whereto you are tempted ; 
fay, Lord, I beleeue; and I will giue 
you leaue ftill to adde, 
'  Aeelpemyconbee 
leefe. | 
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i oe. God iv our denetiaks and ae 
: A my : . tations, 





neuer finde the bottome :. fo necel- | 
fary, that without it, our felues, our} 
feruices.aré profane, irtéligious swe! 
are. all. borne Idolaters , naturally 








Ou a ee y ad 7 
Yiudgzed well.: How to, 
conceiue of the Deitel 

2.0 Fi )in jour. prayers , in oi’ | 
meditations-, is both the deepeft} 
point of alj Chriftianitie , and the} 
moit neceffarte :.{o deepe, thatif wel 
wade into it, we may eafily drowne,| 
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ught of, as one, 
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whofe wif- 
dome 
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domes his inttice:, whofesuftice is | 
his power, whofe. pawer.ig-hisimer- 
cie; and: whofe wildame tuftice, 


| 181 


0 teen eee eee 


a ae ed 


power; mercy ds himfelte :.as with- : | 
out qualitie: gqad , great. without |. 


quanuue,.curlafting withourume, 
prefént euery: whrere without place, 


containing ‘a things - without .ex-|: 
tent: and when-your croughts are}: 


come to. the higheit, {tay there, and. 


be.content to woonder , in filence: |. 
8¢ if you can. not reach to conceiue |: ” 






ad ew. nce 


ot him as heeis , yet take: heed you) 
conceiue not of him ashee 1s not. | 
Neither wal itfaffice your Chriftian| 
mitide,to hauethis awfulliand con- | 
fufed apprelieafion of the Deitie, | 


‘without a mdre-fpeciall and inward 


couceit of.three in this one; threes 
srfonsin this one effence,, not di-| 


vided; but dittinguifhed ; and not} 








more mingled than diuided. Ther 
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 DECAD.: EV. 
is nothing wherein. the want of] 
words catawrong, and grieur vs,but 
inthis : : Herealone,as we can adore, 
and not-conceiue; fo wee can con- 
ceiue, and not viter.; yea; vtter-our | 
{elues, and not be coniceiued ¢ yetas. 
We. may; Thinks hereof ane. fib- 
{tancein thiee fabfiftetices; one: ek 

















bepettitns:3 beg otter proceeding: 
‘Father, Sonne, § pirit: yetda,.as: R 6 
‘Sonne isone dther-daing fram ‘the 


‘Rather, but:asother pesfoin 3 orth}. 


Spirit’ fromthe: Sonne: Ler: YORE | 
thoughts. sheerewalke: warily. » thie: 
ath-is narrow: the-caricest eisher 
af three fabftances or but one fisb> 
fi ftence, is damnable: «Let me: leade. 
‘you yethicher, and further, in shis 
intricate way’, towardsthe Throne. 
of Grace ; >All chts will not agate. | 
A ath , if you.take not your. Mediator’ 
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with | 





| fercein, theeerelationsy: ‘one Iehouah| 








EPIST Vi 
with you : if you appreliend nota 
true manhood, slorioufly vnited to 







either nature , without mixture of 








rits mutt giue paflage, acceptance, 
| vigor, to your prayers. 
 - Hleere mutt be therefore (as you. 
fee ) thoughts bolily mixed-: of 
Godhead and. humanitie : one per-} 
fonintwo natures: of the fame Dei- 
tiey in-divers-perfons , and one na-| 
ture: wherin (if- euer) heavenly wif- 
dome muft beftirre it felfe, in dire 
ing vs; foto feuer thefe apprehenfi- } 
ons, that none be- neglected ; foto 
comoyne them., that they:be' not} 
confounded. O the depth.of diuine| 
myfteries, more than can be woon- | 


































dred at ! O the neceflitie of this hie 
knowledge, which who attaine not, 
may babble, but prayeth not 1 Still 









the Godhead , without change of} 


both; whofe prefence, whofe me-| 







i ieee eal 
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{comfort : What need wee feare, 


‘| fix your heart vpon one, your prai- 


one, you offend not. None of them 
doth oughtfor vs, without all. Icis 


DECAD. IV. - 
you doubt, and aske if you may not 
dire& your prayers to one perfon 
ofthree. Why not? Safely,and with 


while we haue our Sauiour for our 
patterne : O my Father .(if pofSible) let 
this Cup paffe : and Pau euery where, 
both in thankes and requefts : but 
with due care of worfhipping all-in 
one. Exelude the other, while you 


er is finne ; retaine all, and mention 


atruerule. of Diuines.: all their ex- 
ternall works arecommon: To {ol- 
licite one therfore, and not-all, were 
iniurious. And if -you ftay. your 


qthoughts vpon the facred humani-| 

tie of Chrift, with an infeparablead-| 
oration of the Godhead vnited, and | 
thence climbe vp .té the holy con-| | 


Celt 











__ EPIST. VII. 
ceit ot that bleffed and dreadfull 
Trinitie, I dare not cenfure , I dare 
not but commend your divine me- 
thod. Thus fhould Chriitians a- 
fcend from earth to heauen , from 
one heauen to another. IfI haue gi- 
uen your deuotions any light, it is{ - 
well: the leaft glimpfe of this know- 
ledge, is worth all the full gleames! 
of humane and earthly skill. But I) 
miftake, if your own heart wrought 
vpon with ferious meditations (vn- 
der that fpirit of illumination) will 
not proue your beft mafter. After} . 
this weake direction, f{tudie to con- 
ceiue aright, that you may pray a- 
right; and pray that you may con- 
celue, and meditate that you may 
do both: and the God of heauen 
- dire& you, inable you, that 
you may doall. | 
om We) 
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DECAD. IV, 
faith of all herefies) that at appeale 
bee made-to the facred bench of 
Prophets and A poftles,they cannot 


craftily , into the Court ofthe Fa- 


thers: A reuerend triall, as any vn- | 
der heauen; whereit cannot be fpo- | 


ken, how confidently the triumph 
ere the conflid. Giue vs : 


P 
Ww 
tie our enemie > “their aduocate ? |. 
Certainlie it cannot be. truth that is | 
new : We would renounce our Re- 


ligion, if it couldibe ouet-look’t for | 


time. Let goe:equitie ,. the-older 
take both. There:bee two’ things 


then, that giue:them :heartin: this |. . 


prouocation: One, the baftardie of 
falfe Fathers ;the other, the.corrup~ 
tion of the true. What a flourifh 


, doe 


ftand ;remooue the {uit of Religion | 


, e Fathers | 
for our Iudges. (fay Campian and |. 
evn the day. is ours. And| | 


ae es ee . at 
rence is this courage ? Is Antiqui- |: 










! _EPIST. IIX._ | 
do they make with vfurped names ?} 
Whom would it not amaze to fee 
the frequent citations of the Apo-| 
ttlesowne Canons, Conftitutions,| - 
Liturgies; Maffes : of Clemens ,Dennys| - 
the Areopagite, Linus, Hippolytus, 
| Martial:ot Burdeaux, Egefippus : Do-| 
nations of Con/tantine the great, and 
Lewis the godly : Of 50. Canons of 
Nice: of Dorotheus, Damafus hisPon-| 
tificall ; Epittles decretall of Clemens,| 
Exariftus,Tele{pberns and an hundred 
other Bifhops holy and ancient; of| - 
Euodius, Anaftafins, Sinteon Metapbraz| 
| fies, and more yet than a number} | 
more ; moft whereof haue crept 
out of the Vatican. or Cloifters ; 
and: all carrie in them manifeft 
brands of fal(hood, & fuppofition. | - 
That 1 may fay nothing of thofe| 
infinite writings , which either ig-| 
norance, or wilfulneffe , hath fa- 


thered 
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{they hane induced to belie thofe | 
that begot them and. to. betray | 


DEC AD. IV. 
thered vpon cuery of the Fathers, 
not without {hamelefle importuni- 
tie ; ‘and grofle impofiibilities = all 


which (as fhee faid of Peter) their | 


(peech bewraieth ; or (as.4uffen {aid 


- lof Gprians file) their face... This 
fraucdis more eafily apoided.:For as | 


in notorious burglaries ; oft times 
there is cither an hat, dt agloue,ora 
weapon left behinde, which defcri- 
oththe authors 3fo the Gad of truth 


hath befotted-thefe impofters , ‘to 


let fall fome palpable.error (tho bur 
of falfe calculation) whereby, if not 
their names , yet their. ages might 


_| appeare, t6 theincbnuidion, Mott | 


danger isin the {eeretcorstiption of 
the true,and acknowledgediiffue of 


thofe': reas . parents;.; .whom, | 


through clofe and crafti¢haidiing, 


their 
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EPIS:T. IX. : 
| their Fathers, either with filence, or 
falfe euidence. Plainly, how are the 
hongured volumes ot faithfull anti- 
. | quitie, blurred , :interlined , alte- 
xed, depraued by fubtle treacherie ; 
and made to fpeak what they meant 
not ? Fieonthis, not fo muchiniu-|_ 
ftice, as.impictie, to race tht awfull 
monuments of the dead ;. to blot. 
and change the originall willof the 
deceafed, ‘and partially to infert our 
ownelegacies. ‘This isdone by our| 
guiltie aduerfaries, to the iniury:not} 
morg of thiefe Authors, than of the 




















thofe, Fathers are fome-where not 
outs; What wonder ?.whilethey are 
not themfelues, Your induftry hath 
offered..€and that. motion is fiuely, 
and herojeall) to challenge all their 
learned and elegant pages, from in- 
_|iury-of.corruption ; to reftere them 
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pre(eni.and fucseding times. Hence} 
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DECAD. IV. 


to themfelues, and tovs :that which | — 
all the learned of our times haue | 


but defired to fee done, you proffer 
to effect : your affay in Cyprian and 
Austen is happy , and iuitly applau- 
ded. All our Libraries, whom your 


diligent hand hath ranfackt, offer} | 
their aid, in fuch abundance of ma- | 
nu({cripts,as al Europe would enuy to | . 
fee met in one Iland. After all this,| | 
for-that the moft fpightfull imputa- | 
tion to our Truth is.Noueltie, you]. |; 


offer to deduce her pedegree trom 
thofe primitive times, through the 


fucceflions of all ages; andto bring} |/ 


into the light of the world many 
(as yet obfcure) but no leffe certaine 


and authenticall Patrons , ina con-|_ 


tinued line of defence. You haue 


giuen proofe enough,that thefe are | 


{no glorious vaunts, but the zealous 


challenges of an able Champian.. | 


What! | 








EPIST. ILX.. 

WV hat wanteth then? Let me fay for 
you : Notan heart,not an head,not 
an hand; but (which Ialmoft {corn 
to nanac in fucha caufe) a purfe. If 
this continue your hindrance, it will 
not be more our loffe than fhame. 
Heare mea little, ye great and weal-. 
thy : Hath God loaded you with fo 
much fubftance; and will you not 
lend hima little of his owne ? Shall 
your riot be fed with exceffe ; while 
Gods caufe fhall ftarue for want? 
Shall our aduerfaries fo infultingly 
out-bidvs ; and inthe zeale of their 
profufion laugh at. our hear 
and cold niggardlineffe? Shall hea- 

uenly truth lie in the‘duft for want. 
of alittle {tanaped earth to raife her? 
How can you fo much any way ho- 
nour God, yea your felues, deferue 
of pofteritie, pleafure the Church, 

and make you fo good friends of 


O | your | 
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DECAD. IV. 
your Mammon ? Let not the next 
age fay,that fhe had fo vakinde pre- 
deceflours. Fetch forth of your fu- 
perfluous ftore , and caft in your 
ite gifts into this Treafurie of the 

















Temple. The Lord and his Church 
haue need. For you, it angers mee 
to fee how that flattering Poffeninus 
{moothly intices you from vs with 
golden offers, vponthe aduantage 
of our neglect yas if hee (meafuring 
your-minde by his owne) thought 
that an Omnia dabo would bring you 
with bimfelfe on your Knees to wor- 
(hip thediuell, the beaft, the image 
of both: asif we were notas able to 
incourage , to rewarddefert. Hath 
Vertue no Patrons on this fidethe 
Alpes ? Are thofe hilles onely the 

ethos of honour?-I plead not, 
becaufe I can not feare you : But 

who fees not how munificently our 


: a Church 
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____EPIST. 11x. Lows 
| Church {cattereth her bountifull fax]. 
uors vpon leffle merit. If your day 
be not yet come, exped it; God and 
the Church owe you a benefit; if 
their payment be long , it is fure. 
Only goe youon with courage; in 
thofe your high indeuors ; and 

inthe meane time, thinkeir 

great reconapenfe to 
_ ~ haue deferued., 















aoa (| OW many hatha fedu- 
1 2 f ced confcience led vn- 
RY aitimely to the graue ? | | 
pes te SAS {peake of this fad occa-} 
fion of peftilence. The Angell of | 
God followes you, and you doubt} 
whether you fhould flee. If a lion f 
outof the foreft fhould purfue you,. | 
you would make no queftion, yet} 
could not he doe it ynfent. Whatis 
the difference 2- Both imftruments 
of diuine reuenge ;. both threaten |. 
re Oar; death ; 
























dt 98 DEC AD. IV. 
~~ | death ; one by fpilling the blood, 
the other by intecting it. Who 
knowes whether hee hath not ap- 
pointed your Zoar out of the lifts of 
this deftruction ? You fay, itis Gods 
vifitation.. What euillis not 2 If war 
haue waited the confines of your 
countrey, you faue your throats by 
flight ; Why are you more fauora- 
ble to Gods inmmediate fword of 
peftilence.2.Very leprofie, by Gods 
law., requires:a feparation ; yet no 
mortall ficknefle, When you fee a 
noted leper. proclame his vnclean- 
neffe in the itreet, will vou ensbrace 
eel for his fake that hath itroken 
him , or.auaid him forhis fake thae 
hath forbidden you ? If you honor 
his rad, much more will you regard 
his precept. If you miflike not the 
affliction: becaufe he fends it, then 
loue the Jite which you haue of his} | 
fending: . 
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____CEPIST. IX 
{ending ; fearetheiudgement which 
he will fend, if you loueit not. He 
that bids vs flee when we are perfe- 
cuted , hath neither excepted Angel 
nor man; whether foeuez, I feare 
our guiltineffe , it wilfully wee flee 
not. But whither {hall we flee from 
God ? fay you : where fhall he not 
both find and lead vs ? whither fhall 
not our deftinie follow vs? Vaine 
| mien, we may run from our home, 
not from our graue; Death is fub- 
tle, our time is fet ; we can not, God 
will not alter ir. Alas, how wife we 
| are to wrong our felues | Becaufe 
death will ouertake vs, fhallwe run 
and meet him ? Becaufe Gods. de- 
cree is fure, fhall.wee be defperate? 
Shall wee prefume, becaufe Gop 
changeth not? Why do wenot trie 
euery knife and cord, fince our time! 
is neither capable of preuention el 
| 


Q4 — delay: 
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DECAD. IV. 
delay:our endis fet,not without our 
meanes, In matter of danger where 
the end is not knowen, the meanes 
mutt bee fufpected ; in matter of 
hope where the end is not knowen, 
meanes mutt be vfed. Viethen free- 
ly the meanes of your flight, fulpe& 
the danger of your ftay ; and fince 
there is no particular neceflitie of 
your prefence, know that God bids 
youdevart and liue. You vrge the 
iutance of your Miniter: How vn- 
equally? Thereis not more lawful- 
neflein your flight,than fin in ours : 
you areyour own, we our peoples; 
you are charged with a body,which 
you may not willingly leefe, not 
hazard by ftaying ; we withall their 
foules, which to hazard by abfence, 
is to lofe our 6wne ; wee mutt loue 
our lives, but not whien they are ri- 
uals with our {oules, or with others. 

. How 
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 EPIST. IX. | 201 
How much better 1s it to be dead, 
than negligent, than faithlefle ! If 
fome bodies be-contagioufly ficke, 
{hall all foules be wilfully neglected? 
There can be no time wherin good 
countfellis fo feafonable, fo needfull. 
Euery threatning findes impreflion, | | 
where the mind 1s prepared by fen- 
fible iudgements, When will the} - 
iron hearts of men bow, if not when 
they are heat in the flame of Gods 
affliction ? Now then, to run away 
from a neceflarieand publike good, 
te auoid a doubttull and priuate e- 
vill, isto runinto a worfe euill than 
we would auoid. He that will thus 
run from Niniue to Tharfts, fhallfiad 
a Tempett and a Whale in his way. 
Not that I dare be an Author to any 
of the priuate vifitation of infected |, 
beddes : Idarenot, without better 
warrant. Who euer faid wee were | 


bound 





























202 | DECAD. IVY. 
| | boynd to clofe vp the dying eyes of 


euery departing Chriftian? and vp- 
on what ever conditions , to heare 
their laft groanes? If we hada word, 

: would not debate of the fucceffe. 





Then, that were cowardlines, which 
now is wifdame, Is it no feruice, 
that wee publiquely teach and ex-| 
hort ? that we priuatly prepare men 
for death, and arme them againtt it? 
that our confortable letters, and 
meflages ftir vp their fainting hartsa 


{that our loud voices pierce their 
cares afarre; vnleffe wee feele their 

ulfes , and leane vpon their pil- 

ies , and whifper in their eares2 

Daniel is in the lions denne ; Is tt no- 

— {thing, that Darius fpeaks comfort to | 

; him thorow the grate, vnlefle he ga 
in to falute him among thofe fierce 
companions ? A-good Miniter is 

a the common goods , hee can not 
_— | make 
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make his lite peculiar to one , with- 
out iniurie to many. In the com- 
mon caufe of the Church, he mutt 
be no.niggard ot his life ; in the pri- 
uate caufe of a neighbours bodily 
{icknefle, he may foar be prodigall. 
A good father may not {pend his | 
fubftance on one child, & leauethe 
reft beggers. If any man berefolute 
in the contrary, [had rather praife 
his courage , than imitate his pra- 
~ @ife. Lconfefie, Ifeare ; not 

fo much death,as want 
of warrant for 


death, | 
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Ep, X. 4 Complsint of the iniquitie of the 
' Times , with a prefeription of the. 


_.,,. wseanesto redreffeite 


Tar a7 1 Ens I accufed the 
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| uer.any.age not complained of; ne- 
uer-any that-was.not cenfured , as 
worft. Whatis, we fee; what was, 


we neither inquire, nor.care. That 


which is out of fight and vfe,is foon 


out of minde’; and ere long out of 


memory. Yet the iniquity ‘of others 
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\ Vy j Times, you vndertooke| 
: ANY a\W/S! their:patronage,:.com- 
NAS mend your charitie, not 
your caufe, Inis.true: There was ne-' 
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| perfwade you; tharéhteis nocnow 
“Tan the fullof her glory ar ues ar els 


- | \fuch ‘light. Goodnefl¢ repulfed, 


~DECAD. IV. 
can not excufe ours. And if you wil 
be but as iuft as charitable, you fhall 
confeffe , that both fome times ex- 
ceed others in euill, and thefe, all: 
This earthlie Moone the. Charch 
hath her fulles and wanings ; and 
fometimes her eclypfes; whiles the 
fhadow of this fiatull maffe hides 
her beauty from the world. So long 
as {lice wadeth in this planetarie 
world, it fhould be vaine to expect 
better:: it is enough when the is fix- 
ed aboue,to be freefromall change. 
This you yeeld , but nothing can 



















(he werenot fubied tothis darken- 
ing. ‘There was neuer moré light. of 
knowledge ; never moredarkneffe 
of impiene : and'there could not be 
fuch darkeneffe:, if there: were not 


giues 
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gies height to finne: thereforéare 
wee worfe than our predeceffours, 
becaufe wee might bee better. By 
how much our meawes are greater, 
by fo much are our defe@s. Turne[ 
ouer all Records , and parallell fuch| 
helpes, fuch care, fuch coit, fuchex- 





pectation, with fuch fruit, Tyeeld: 
We fee but our owne times : There 
was neuer but one Noah (whom the 
‘heathens celebrated vnder another 
name) that with two faces faw both 
before, and behinde him : Butloe, 
that Ancient of daies, to whomall! - 
times are prefent, hath toldvs, a 
thefe laft {hall be worft : Our expe- 
rience iuftifies him, with all but the 

| wilful. This cenfure(leit you fhould 
condemmne my rigour, as vnnatural- 
ly partiall) is not confined to our 
feas, but; free-and common , hath 
the fame bounds with the earth. I 
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| notin this large fociety. Would 


208 








God wee were euill alone. How 
few are thofe, whofe carriage doth 
notfay, that profeilion of any con- 
{cience is pufillanimitie > How few 
that care fo thuch, as to fhew well? 
“1 And yet of thofe few, how many 
careonly to feeme:? whofe words 
difagree from their actions, 8ctheir 
hearts from their words 2? Where 
fhallaman mew vp himfelfe, that 
hemay not be a witnefle of 7 he 
|wouldno > Whatcanheefee, or 
heare, ‘and not bee either fad, or | 
Jets 2. Oathes ftriue for number] | 
with words ; {coftes with oaths, vain] | 
— |f{peeches wish both. They are rare 
hands,,: thatarefree eitherfrom a- 
{perfions of blood ,. or {pots of fil- 
thineffe, Let me be at oncé(as I vfe) 
bold and plaine : Wantorexcefie, | 
| _|excefitue pride, clofe Atheifme,im-|_, 


pudent : 

















pudent prophaneneffe, vnmercifull 
oppreflion , ouer-mercifull conni- 
uence, greedy couctoufnefie, loofe 
prodigalitie, fimoniacall facilege, 
vobridled luxurie, beaitly drunken- 

nefle, bloody treackery , rors 
fraud, flanderous detraction, enui- | 
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, 


ous vndermininigs, fecret Idolatrie, 
hypocritical fafhionablzhefle, have 
{pred themfelues all ouer the world.| 
The Sunne of peace looking vpon 
our yncleane heaps, hath bred thefe 
| montters , aad hathgiuen light to 
this brood of darknefle. Looke a- 
bout you , and fee if three eréat ]- 
| dols, Honour, Pleafure, Gain, haue 
not fharedthe earth amongitthem, 
and left him Jeaft,whefe allis. Your 
deniall driues mee to particulars. . I 
vrgeno further. If any aduerfarie 
infult in my conteffion,tel him,that 
I account them the greateft part of 
= PP this 
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210 DECAD. IV. | 
aye euill ; neither. could thus com- 
plain, ifthey were not. Who knows 
not, that asthe earth is the dregs of 
the world,fo Italy is the dregs ot the 
earth, Rome of Italy? Itis no wonder 
to finde Satan inhis hell; butto find 
him in Paradife , is yneouth , and 
gricuous. Let themalone, that will 
die, and hate to becured. For vs: 
O that remedies were as eafy as 
complaints ! That wee could be as 
foone cleared, as conuinced ! That 
the taking of the medicine were but 
fo difficulcas the prefcription ! And|_ 
yet nothing hinders vstrom health, 
| but our will: Neither Gofpell, nor 
Grace,nor Glory, are fhut vp ; only 
our hearts are not open. Let mee 
turne my ftile from you, to the fe- 
cure, to the peruerfe: tho why doe 
| Lhope they will heare mee, that are 
deate to God ? they will regard 


words, 
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EPIST. X: 
words , that care not tor iudge- 
ments ? Let mee tell them yet (itin 
vaine) thev mutt break, if they bow | 
not : Thatif mercy may be retufed, 
| yet vengeance cannot bee refitted : 
That God can ferue himfelfe of} 
them perforce » neither to ther. 
| thanke, noreafe : Thatthe prefent 

plagues doe but: threaten worfe. 
Laftly, thatif they relenc not, Hell 
was not made for nothing, What] 
fhould be done then ? Except wee 
would fain {mart, each man amend 
one,and we all line. How common- 
ly do men complaine, and yet adde 
|tothisheape ? Redrefle {tands not 
jinwords. Let euery man pull but 
one brand out of this fire’, and the| 
flame will goe out alone. What is 
q multitude, butan heap of vnities 2] 
The.more we deduce, the fewer we 


leaue. Obow! happy were y were it then, } 
P2. at 
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if euery man would bezin at home, 
andtake his owne hearttotask, and 
at once bee his owne Accufer, and 
ludge ; to condemne his priuate er- 
{ rors, yea to muld them with death ! 
‘Tillthen, alas, whatauailes it to 
talke > While euery man cenfures, 
and noman amends, whatisit but 
butie trifling ? But the our care mutt} 
begin at our felues, it may not end 
there. Who but a (ai is not his} 
| brothers keeper ? Pablike perfons 
are not fo much their‘owne, as.o- 














_{moniterne, cannot diftinguith be- 

twixt the care of his owne fatety, 
{and his veffels: both drown at once, 
or ationce falute the hauen. Ye Ma- 
giltrates (for in you f{tand all our 
lower hopes) whom.God. hath on| 
purpofe, ina wile furrogation,,. fet 
vpon earth,to-correct her diforders, 
. take 























thers are theirs. Who fits at the com- | 
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 EPIST. X. 
not partiall ; to difcountenatce 


holefome lawes, with ftrictnefle, 


ted. Loe, it appeales to your arme, 
to your aide, An earthen edge can 


beit pierce this hardned earth: Ifin- 





cred chaire of Mofes. ; and let your 


eaprnpe pam 


283 
take to your felues_ firme torheads, | 
couragious hearts, hands bufie, and | 


{hamelefie wickedneffe,to refift the | 
violent. fway of euills, to execute| — 


with refolution. The {word of the{ 
{pirit meets .with fuch iron hearts, | 
that both itenters not , and is reba-| 


iquity:die not by your hands, wee] — 
perifh,. And yee fons of Lew gather | 
to your Mojes: inthe gate of the| 
sampe : confecrate your hands to | 
Godin thisholy flaughter of vice :} 
Let your voicebe.both a trumpet ro | 
incite , ‘and a two edged {word :to. 
wound.and kill. Cry down finneia| 
earneft,.and thunder out of that fa-| - 
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—. DECAD. Iv. 
liues ff {peake yet’ ‘louder. - Neither. 
may the common Chriftian ‘fic fill 
and looke on -in filence: lam de 
celued,-if inthis caufe Gop allow] 
any man for private. Heere mutt 
| beeall AGors, no-Witnefles. His 
| difcreete admonitions ; feafonable 
| reproofes, and praiers neuer vnfea- 
fonable, befides: the power of ho-~ 
neft example , are expected -as his | 
due tribute to the common.health : 
Whiatif we cannot turn the ftream? 
Yetwee mutt fwins againttic-: even | 
without coaquelt, itis glorious to. 
haue refitted : In.this alone, they 
are:enemies , that-doe nothing : 
‘Thus , as one that delights more 
inamendment;; thanexcufe, I haue 
{both cenfured and. directed.. The 
fauour of. your {entence proceedes 
| (URauow) from your owne innocent 
Wk nll : So indge of my fe-| 
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EPIST. X © | 215. 
ueretaxation. It {hall bee happie 
for vs, if we can atonce excufe and 
diminith ; accufe and redrefle ini- 
quitie. Let but the indeuor 
be ours, the fuccedfe 
to God. 
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